1823 P1

{May 1823 continued)

TO LORD MONTAGU

(8-1)MY DEAR LORD,-Since your Lordships last favour 1 it
(8-1)has pleased God to aflict your family with that loss which
(8-1)you had then so much reason to apprehend. When life
(8-1)is passd the noontide and so it stands with your Lordship
(8-1)and me we have before us the melancholy prospect of
(8-1)mourning frequently over those whom we loved and
(8-1Lregarded untill in our turn we shall give the survivors
(8-1)cause to sorrow for us. | shall be anxiousto learn how
(8-1)Lady Charlotte Stopford gets through her confinement
(8-1)to which thisis so melancholy an induction and how the
(8-1)Duchess bears this additional blow. | had not the honour
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(8-2)to be [as] well known to Lady Courtown as to the rest
(8-2)of the Family but my sympathy sincerely attends all upon
(8-2)this melancholy occasion.

(8-2)I beg in accomplishment of along delayd but not
(8-2)forgotten promise to send to your Lordship for your
(8-2)neighbour the Provost of Eaton a small parcel with
(8-2)shells from the shores of Zetland. | dare say they are of a
(8-2)very common description for the Sheriff who had the
(8-2)goodness to recollect my commission in his late voyage
(8-2)knows as little of conchology as your Lordships humble
(8-2)Servant. There they are however and such asthey are

(8-2)must relieve my conscience of my long protracted promise.

(8-2)If the Provost wishes to have a barrell full of them | dare
(8-2)say it may be easily procured.
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(8-2)Smith has commenced his operations at Melrose under
(8-2)auspices of Smallwood-their plan is excellent and | agree
(8-2)with your Lordship that it is better to confineit for the
(8-2)present to what is necessary for preservation of the
(8-2)venerable edifice leaving to the young Heir such improvements
(8-2)as he may hereafter judge compatible with the

(8-2)safety of the whole. The period at which he will become
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(8-3)ajudge of this and other mattersis not now very distant
(8-3)so does time run on with us.

(8-3)The shell of my houseisfinished and | hopeto bein
(8-3)possession of some part of it next July. It islarger than
(8-3)I intended which is the more odd because | lived ten
(8-3)yearsin a shell not much bigger than the largest of those
(8-3)which I now send under an office frank. There is surely
(8-3)something very pleasant in that same occupation of
(8-3)piling stone upon stone and all but the settlement of
(8-3)accounts makes the company of masons the most diverting
(8-3)in the world. | observe what your Lordship says about
(8-3)the arms and rejoice that since the whole water of the
(8-3)Thames cannot wash the Scotch blood or the Scott-blood
(8-3)either out of your Lordships veins 1 that you still continue
(8-3)to bear the insignia of your tribe. | had an erroneous
(8-3)idea that you were under the necessity to be out and out a
(8-3)Montagu an excellent thing certainly but not the cour[s|e
(8-3)that is compatible with retaining your Scottish noble
(8-3)blood and name. | often promised your brother to go to
(8-3)Boughton which he used as you now do to describe as
(8-3)well worthy of avisit from an old rusted antiquary. Some
(8-3)sad recollections must now attend that visit if ever it
(8-3)should take place but go | will the first time | go up or
(8-3)come down from town by the western road.



(8-3)My son Walter tumbled in upon us the other day much
(8-3)improved (if | am not too partial ajudge) by his residence
(8-3)on the continent, his ideas considerably enlarged and his
(8-3)conversation improved-on the whole | think less likely
(8-3)again to be immersed in and limited by the pedantry (let
(8-3)no gentleman hear this who wears moustaches) of a
(8-3)hussar mess.

(8-3)I have negotiated an exchange for him upon full pay
(8-3)with a Lieutenant in the 15th to which heis at present
(8-3)attachd and Sir George Murray has kindly offerd to
(8-3)recommend him for the first vacancy at the Royal Military
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(8-4)Academy at Sandhurst which will be a matter of great
(8-4)importance for him as it leads to staff-appointments & so
(8-4)forth if he improves the opportunity of education which it
(8-4)affords.

(8-4)I saw Magjor Riddell & talked with him about the
(8-4)proposed planting at Dingleton on Bowden moor. We
(8-4)both agreed as to the line of it which is agood deal
(8-4)restricted to the ground unfit for pasture.1 In twelve years
(8-4)1 will give the Duke 407 an acre for the thinnings at
(8-4)least | get that for my own about that age including
(8-4)larch bark. Indeed | expect these cleughs will bear
(8-4)wood equal to any on his Graces estates for upon the
(8-4)same ground planted by us mutually three years ago the
(8-4)thorn hedges are nearly fencible a thing unheard of in
(8-4)Teviotdale. The plantation will | suppose be staked out
(8-4)in July unless your Lordship would like to be present for
(8-4)I trust we are to see you and the boys in August.

(8-4)The sketches of arms you propose to favour me with will
(8-4)answer exactly for my purpose and shall blaze at the head
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(8-4)of my hall window in proper form. With kindest
(8-4)respects to lady Montagu & the young ladies | am aways
(8-4)my dear Lord Y ours most sincerely

(8-4)EDINBURGH 16 May [1823] WALTER SCOTT

(8-4)NotaBene. Tell Lady Montagu | am trying to become
(8-4)aflorist but do not succeed as well as Sir Adam Fergusson
(8-4)who has a memory for recollecting hard names and a
(8-4)talent for introducing & using them whether he
(8-4)understands them or no.

(8-4)The Shells by the way are from Orkney not Zetland
(8-4)but the Sheriff is going to Zetland soon and if it will
(8-4)gratify the Provost will endeavour to procure some more
(8-4)speciments.2

[Buccleuch]
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TO MISS DUMERGUE

(8-5 MY DEAR Miss DUMERGUE,-Our long lad Walter who
(8-5)arrived some time since made us very happy by the
(8-5)information that he had left Mrs. Nickie and you in
(8-5)perfect health and added that you had some thoughts of
(8-5)coming Northward in the next summer. You will
(8-5)require no assurances of mine to make you put perfect
(8-5)faith in the pleasure which the accomplishment of such
(8-5)a purpose would give us-Abbotsford is now a roomy
(8-5)mansion and what is better lies al under one roof. We
(8-5)shall take possession of a part of our new accomodation
(8-5)when we go out in July but even on our original scale you
(8-5)would find yourself tolerably accomodated. | dare not
(8-5)promise myself the happiness of once more seeing my dear



(8-5)Nickey 1 under our roof because | should really fear the

(8-5)fatigue of so long ajourney unless she stood the sea better

(8-5)than | dare hope in which case the Steamboats never
(8-5)make more than 50 or 60 hours of the distance between
(8-5)Leith & Edinr. which is rather faster than the mail and
(8-5)I antold Ladies travel very comfortably having female
(8-5)attendance and every thing as well as it can be on board.
(8-5)But even this | fear would be rather too much for my
(8-5)dear old friend though if you chose to bring down with
(8-5)you any stouter travelling companion | would almost
(8-5)recommend it in preference to the long land journey.
(8-5)Pray realize our hopes some one way or other.

(8-5)We are al very well here but Sophias puppet now and
(8-5)then gives us afright-it isa dight creature and has had
(8-5)this vile influenzarather badly. All of us were visited
(8-5)by the Influenza even | who puit it to flight by drinking
(8-5)half a bottle of claret extraordinary. Our weather
(8-5)too has been very severe. The winter was absolutely
(8-5)Siberian some of my plantations were coverd ten and
(8-5)twelve feet deep so that the hares mounted up and ate
(8-5)the tops of my young trees.
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(8-6)My brother Tom poor fellow is gone as you must have
(8-6)heard he had many excellent qualities of head & heart
(8-6)though unhappy circumstances prevented his making
(8-6)the natural advantages of these talents. | expect his son
(8-6)here after the classes dismiss at Midsummer. He comes
(8-6)on well at College and | trust will be acomfort to his
(8-6)mother and sisters.

(8-6)Charlotte sends a thousand loves to Nickey and you
(8-6)in which Sophia,1 Anne & Walter sincerely join. |
(8-6)expect Charles down aso at midsummer so if you will
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(8-6)come to us you will find all the family together which
(8-6)does not often take place since the young hawks must fly
(8-6)off when their wings are fledged. But | should be
(8-6)particularly happy that you such an old and valued
(8-6)friend saw them al together in the old nest. Believe me
(8-6)my dear Miss Dumergue most truly & affectionately
(8-6)yours while WALTER SCOTT

(8-6)EDINR. 20 May [1823]
[Nat. Lib. Scot.]

TO THOMAS SHORTREED

(8-6)MY DEAR TOM,-I have a hobbyhorsical commission
(8-6)for you which | think you will undertake not unwillingly
(8-6)as you are an adept in the old fashiond science of heraldry.
(8-6)Along the rooftree of my hall are sixteen shieldswhich |
(8-6)intend to part 2 with the sixteen quartersif | can make
(8-6)them out in proper form. On my fatherssideit is plain
(8-6)sailing but unless you can help me | will be puzzled
(8-6)concerning my mothers. And yet as there are only two
(8-6)out of the eight on that side awanting it is possible they
(8-6)may be got at. | will show you where my puzzle lies-
(8-6)Anne Rutherford my mother was daughter of Dr. John
(8-6)Rutherford of Edinburgh by Jean Swinton hisfirst wife.
(8-6)Dr. Rutherford or Rutherfoord carried the arms of
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(8-7)Hunthill with a difference-Swintons arms are well
(8-7)known-those on two scutcheons-3 My Great grandfather
(8-7)was the revd. Mr. John Rutherford sometime
(8-7)Minister at Yarrow who married 4. Christian Shaw a
(8-7)daughter of Shaw of Bargarran in Renfrewshire. 5. Said
(8-7)revd. John Rutherford was the son of a native of Jedburgh
(8-7)who in an inventory of writts & securities of atenement



(8-7)within [the] burgh of Jedburgh to which my grandfather
(8-7)made up titlesis aways designd John Rutherford calld of
(8-7)Grundhousnook. But who was Grundhousnooks wife |
(8-7)cannot see and | should like to learn. | have aways heard
(8-7)that shewas aKerr of Blood[y] laws & we (Lady Davy &
(8-7)mysalf) call cousins from some such connection. But from
(8-7)an Act of Curatory in favour of my grandfather [it appears]
(8-7)that his nearest relations on the mothers side were Gideon
(8-7)Rutherford of Kidheugh and Walter Riddell of Newhouse
(8-7)which seemsto infer that they were connections of
(8-7)Christian Shaw though how that should be I cannot very
(8-7)well see. Gideon Rutherford of Kidheugh had two sons
(8-7)both of whom | remember well-the one was calld like
(8-7)him Gideon the other was Robert Rutherford some time
(8-7)minister of Castleton asingular character. Gideon left
(8-7)my mother & my uncle Dr Rutherford considerable
(8-7)legacies. But | always understood their connection as
(8-7)the name seems to infer was through the Minister of
(8-7)Yarrow not through hiswife. Again he calls as his
(8-7)nearest relatives by the fathers side Thomas Rutherford
(8-7)Merchant in Jedburgh & Adam Rutherford of Ladfield
(8-7)brothers probably of the Minister and sons of his father
(8-7)John called of Grundhousenook. It occurs to me that
(8-7)by looking at Thomas Rutherfoords entry as a burgess one
(8-7)might find out if he was a son of this same Grundisnook
(8-7)which | take not to be an estate but rather some tenement
(8-7)about Jedburgh and who was his mother. Or you may
(8-7)know something of the history of Ladfield-or may be
(8-7)able to pick out more than | can out of afew old papers
(8-7)belonging to my cousin which I inclose. | know you will
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(8-8)not grudge the trouble and beg you will write me your

(8-8)debtor for any dues of search or the like. | have an idea
(8-8)that the Minister was first school Mr.1 of Jedburgh then



(8-8)Minister of Ancrum or Crailing & trandated from thence
(8-8)to Yarrow where he died. On his gravestone | am told he
(8-8)is represented as sprung ex antiqua stirpe but what the
(8-8)descent was is not mentiond. | cannot get farther back
(8-8)than Grundhousenook who seems to have been a man of
(8-8)small consideration. My great grandfather seemsto have
(8-8)beenrich for histime & caling. | know there was a
(8-8)kind of cousinred between my mother & the Rutherfords
(8-8)of Bowland by which she was connected with the
(8-8)Mongtgomery [sic] family but how the Lord of Oxford
(8-8)knows. But there was aways an acknowlegement of it in
(8-8)my younger days.2

(8-8)That you may distinctly understand where | am puzzled
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(8-9)I inclose a sketch of my quarters so far as | know them
(8-9)leaving those uncertain about which I am making
(8-9)inquiry. If I cannot fill up the four remaining quarters
(8-9)properly I will fill them up from the quarterings of my
(8-9)grandmother Jean Swinton which are very noble but |
(8-9)would rather have the real ones of however mean account.

(8-9)Pray take care of the old papers which belong to my
(8-9)cousin Robt Rutherford & excuse all this trouble from
(8-9)Yours truly W SCOTT

(8-9)EDINR. 24 May [1823]

(8-9)Thereis not the least hurry in the above as | shall not
(8-9)paint till next year.1

[Mackay]
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TO ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE

(8-10)MY DEAR CONSTABLE,-I received your kind letter and
(8-10)trust you have since had mine oppressing you with all
(8-10)sorts of Commissions to which | need not refer excepting
(8-10)in so far as it was incomplete from my not recollecting
(8-10)one or two books to add to my list. | have to add the
(8-10)continuation of my Ordnance maps having already

(8-10)Devon Essex
(8-10)Cornwall Kent
(8-10)Wilts Surrey
(8-10)Dorset Pembroke
(8-10)Sussex

(8-10)I should like much to have whichever have appeard since
(8-10)and I will remit you a Cheque for the amount. They are
(8-10)had at a discount at the Ordnance office in the Tower.

(8-10)I think I mentiond the King of Frances escape in
(8-10)French-also | see advertized "True Ghost Stories'1 a
(8-10)catch penny | dare say. | wonder if it be possible to pick
(8-10)up among the rubbish of circulating libraries "Edwin &
(8-10)Anna A Northumbrian tale" 2 Vols. As| remember
(8-10)for it ismany yearssince | saw it [it] contains some singular
(8-10)particulars about incidents & families on the east border
(8-10)about sixty or seventy years ago. Terry is not unlikely
(8-10)to grub up this as he has done other recondite works. |
(8-10)will hope to hear from you when you & he have talked
(8-10)over my very important commissions.

(8-10)I have avery polite letter from Monsr. Petizon 2 who
(8-10)meant his matters quite right but does not | suppose
(8-10)understand the value of certain volumes. Of course the
(8-10)thing isto be taken as it was meant kindly & civilly.



(8-10)1 will not tast[€] the stuff which | believe is capital untill
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(8-11)you come back to do me reason in a bumper. | have
(8-11)foolishly forgot the name of his correspondents but
(8-11)Messrs. Hurst & Robinson will know them and have the
(8-11)goodness to forward the inclosed.

(8-11)I have got Walter home as large as life-poor fellow
(8-11)he has got the influenza with some fever but | hope will
(8-11)be soon well. 1 trust to see him & Charles united to my
(8-11)family and with Lockhart and Walter the less who will
(8-11)be down at the same time my board will make avery
(8-11)patriarchal appearance. | hope to see you there before
(8-11)all my flock are dispersed again. | have some reason to be
(8-11)proud as a father of their appearance and disposition.
(8-11)Pray write soon & let me hear al the news. | have none
(8-11)to send you from this saving that Vol. | (1) is pushing on at
(8-11)a handsome rate & our fat friend pressing and puffing in no
(8-11)small stile.

(8-11)My kind respects to Mrs. Constable & believe me aways
(8-11)most truly yours WALTER SCOTT

(8-11)EDINR. 24 May (2) [1823]

(8-11)On Saturday 31st. please God Walter be well | will take
(8-11)a peep at Abbotsford to prepare barracks for my troops.

[Stevenson|

TO MARIA EDGEWORTH

[early June 1823] (3)
(8-11)MY DEAR Miss EDGEWORTH, -Your letter has just



(8-11)acquainted us that we are to be deprived of the pleasure
(8-11)of making your persona acquaintance so much desired
(8-11)till friday when we shall claim you and the young ladies
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(8-12)-1 am thisinstant arrived from Abbotsford where | have
(8-12)been busier than ever was King Corney 1 and in the same
(8-12)fantastic sort of labour in which his Majesty was pleased
(8-12)to delight.

(8-12)I have just time to add kind respects to Mr. and Mrs.
(8-12)Stuart and to assure you that | am most sincerely and
(8-12)respectfully yours WALTER SCOTT

(8-12)Wednesday EDINR.

(8-12)On Saturday a sort of Shoemakers holiday with me |
(8-12)propose if the weather be favourable going to Roslin
(8-12)which strangely enough my girls have never seen. | expect
(8-12)much pleasure from showing you the banks of the Eske-
(8-12)long my favourite strolling grounds.

[Modern Language Review]

TO LORD MONTAGU, DITTON, WINDSOR, BERKS.

[Extract]

(8-12)MY DEAR LORD,- ... | was much interested by your
(8-12)L ordships account of Beaulieu.2 | have seen it from the
(8-12)water and admired it very much but | remember being
(8-12)told an evil genius haunted it in the Shape of aLow Fever
(8-12)to which the inhabitants were said to be subject. The
(8-12)woods were the most noble | ever saw. | believe they
(8-12)were very judicioudly cut : at least | always heard so.



(8-12)The disappearance of the ancient monastic remains may
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(8-13)be accounted for on the same principle as elsewhere-a
(8-13)desire of the Granters of the Crown to secularize the
(8-13)appearance of the property and remove at least the
(8-13)external evidence that it had once been dedicated to
(8-13)religious uses-pretty much on the principle on which
(8-13)the light-fingerd gentry melt plate so soon asit comes
(8-13)into their possession and give the original matter aform
(8-13)which renders it more difficult to reassumeit. Thisisa
(8-13)most unsavoury simile. The various mutations in religion and
(8-13)consequently in property of this kind recommended such
(8-13)poalicy. Your Lordship cannot but remember the Earl
(8-13)of Pembroke in Edward VI time expelling the Nuns from
(8-13)Wilton-then in Queen Mary's re-inducting them in their
(8-13)Nunnery himself meeting the Abbess barefooted and in
(8-13)sackcloth in penance for his sacrilege & finally again
(8-13)turning the said Abbess and her vestals adrift in the days
(8-13)of Good Queen Bess with the wholesome admonition
(8-13)"Go Spin you jades Go Spin."1 Something like the
(8-13)system of demolition which probably went on during
(8-13)those uncertain times was practiced by what was calld in
(8-13)France La Bande Noire who bought chateaux & Abbies
(8-13)for materials & pulling them down sold the materials for
(8-13)what they would bring which was sometimes sufficient
(8-13)to help well towards paymt. of the land when the Assignats
(8-13)were at an immense depreciation.

(8-13)I should like dearly to have your Lordships advice
(8-13)about what | am now doing here knowing you to be one

(8-13)of those

(8-13)"Who in trim gardens take their pleasure."2



(8-13)1 am shutting my house in with a court yard the interior
(8-13)of which isto be laid out around the drive in flower plots
(8-13)& shrubbery besides atreillised walk around the court
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(8-14)yard walls which | have ornamented with Roman deities
(8-14)dug up at Old Penrith the ancient Petreia. This| intend
(8-14)to connect with my gardens and obtain if possible
(8-14)something (parvum componere magnis) like the comfort of
(8-14)Ditton so preferable to the tame and poor waste of grass
(8-14)and gravel by which modern houses are surrounded. |
(8-14)trust to see you al here in Autumn when we shall be
(8-14)able to offer you nights quarters between Bowhill &
(8-14)Mdrose.

(8-14)1 am delighted to hear of Lady Charlottes safe recovery.1
(8-14)L ate fatal instances make one tremble more than usual
(8-14)for an occurrence which, whether the imagination is now
(8-14)more strongly impressd than formerly or whatever be
(8-14)the reason has within the last ten years been peculiarly
(8-14)dangerous. It is a new start for domestic happiness and
(8-14)occurs most fortunately to turn. Pray remember my
(8-14)kindest respects and best wishes-If Johnie Groats
(8-14)buckles should in the least [be] interesting the excellent
(8-14)Provost may have a barrel of them. | think | see him
(8-14)Peacocking it in proper stile at his solemn festival .2
(8-14)... I think I am almost finishd with my fooleries here.
(8-14)I just came out to get a peep at them betwixt Saturday
(8-14)and Wednesday and to push on those snails the Carpenters
(8-14)and masons.

(8-14)Walter has been ill of an ague since he returnd an old
(8-14)fashiond complaint which however has been common on
(8-14)the continent this season. Although an antiquary & that
(8-14)1 have not seen aregular-built ague for thirty years |



(8-14)could have well excused its absence. Besides John
(8-14)Fergusson being about to launch for South America
(8-14)(hoist sail 1 should say-lord how he would laugh at the
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(8-15)misapplication) and | hope to ballast his ship with dollars
(8-15)not forgetting afew in his purse. We have for the present
(8-15)lost the Knt. Keeper of the Regaliawho has morriced 1
(8-15)off to Harrowgate with the lady & sent down from thence
(8-15)already as the report of the water goes two pet dogs & a
(8-15)pointer per Mail having only six already. Walter speaks
(8-15)favourably of Dresden but like other placesit is over run
(8-15)with English.

(8-15)I dare say your Lordship thinksit by this time reasonable
(8-15)that | should subscribe myself your very faithful &
(8-15)sincere W SCOTT

(8-15) ABBOTSFORD Monday [PM. 6 (2) June 1823]

(8-15)Merose looks much improved from the distance have
(8-15)not seen it nearer than from our own walks. | return
(8-15)to Edinr. tomorrow multum gemens.

[Buccleuch]

TO MARIA EDGEWORTH

(8-15)DEAR Miss EDGEWORTH,-1 have just received your
(8-15)kind note, just when | had persuaded myself it was
(8-15)most likely | should see you in person or hear of your
(8-15)arrival. Mr. Alison writes to me you are engaged to
(8-15)drive with him to-morrow, which puts Rodlin out of the
(8-15)question for that day, as it might keep you late. On
(8-15)Sunday | hope you will join our family party at five, and



(8-15)on Monday | have asked one or two of the northern
(8-15)lights on purpose to meet you. | should be engrossing
(8-15)at any time, but we shall be more disposed to be so just
(8-15)now, because on the 12th | am under the necessity of
(8-15)going to a different kingdom (only the kingdom of Fife)
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(8-16)for aday or two. To-morrow, if it is quite agreeable, |
(8-16)will wait on you about twelve, and hope you will permit
(8-16)me to show you some of our improvements.-1 am always
(8-16)most respectfully yours

(8-16)WALTER SCOTT
(8-16)EDINBURGH, Friday [6th June 1823]

(8-16)P.S.-Our old family coach islicensed to carry six; so
(8-16)take no care on that score. | enclose Mr. Alison's note;
(8-16)truly sorry | could not accept the invitation it contains.

(8-16)PS.-My wifeinsists | shall add that the Laird of
(8-16)Staffa promised to look in on us this evening at eight
(8-16)or nine, for the purpose of letting us hear one of his
(8-16)clansmen sing some Highland boat songs and the like,
(8-16)and that if you will come,1 as the Irish should to the
(8-16)Scotch, without any ceremony, you will hear what is
(8-16)perhaps more curious than mellifluous. The man returns
(8-16)to the Isles to-morrow. There are no strangers with us;
(8-16)no party; none but al our own family and two old
(8-16)friends.

(8-16)Moreover, al our woman-kind have been caling it
(8-16)Gibb's hotel, so if you are not redlly tired and late, you
(8-16)have not even pride, the ladies last defence, to oppose to
(8-16)this request. But, above all, do not fatigue yourself and
(8-16)the young ladies.



(8-16)No dressing to be thought of.

[E. V. Lucas's The Gentlest Art]

TO JAMES BALLANTYNE

(8-16)DEAR JAMES,-I am going out of town 2 at three o'clock
(8-16)and do not return till Monday-On Tuesday | will call
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(8-17)at the office and talk over these letters which neither
(8-17)surprize nor dismay me.

(8-17)The Mouse who only trusts to one poor hole
(8-17)Can never be aMouse of any soul.1

(8-17)1 will carry the proof with me and return it by post from
(8-17)fife. Yours ever W SCOTT

(8-17)CASTLE STREET 2 o'clock [Thursday 12 June 1823] 2
[Stevenson|

TO DANIEL TERRY

(8-17)CASTLE STREET, June 18, 1823

(8-17)" My marbles! my marbles! 0 what must now be done
(8-17)My drawing-room is finish'd off, but marbles there are none.
(8-17)My marbles! my marbles! | fancied them so fine,

(8-17)The marbles of Lord Elgin were but ajoke to mine.3

(8-17)In fact we are al on tip-toe now for the marbles and the
(8-17)chimney-grates, which being had and obtained, we will
(8-17)be less clamorous about other matters. | have very



(8-17)little newsto send you : Miss Edgeworth is at present the
(8-17)great lioness of Edinburgh, and a very nice lioness ; she
(8-17)isfull of fun and spirit; alittle dlight figure, very active
(8-17)in her motions, very good-humoured, and full of enthusiasm.
(8-17)Your descriptions of the chiffonieres made my

(8-17)mouth water : but Abbotsford has cost rather too much
(8-17)for one year, with the absolutely necessary expenses, and
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(8-18)I like to leave something to succeeding years, when we
(8-18)may be better able to afford to get our matters made
(8-18)tasty. Besides, the painting of the house should be
(8-18)executed before much curious furniture be put in ; next
(8-18)spring, perhaps, we may go prowling together through
(8-18)the brokers' purlieus. | enclose you a plan of my own
(8-18)for agalery round my own room, which is to combine that
(8-18)advantage with a private staircase at the same time,
(8-18)leaving me possession of my oratory ; thiswill be for
(8-18)next year-but | should like to take Mr. Atkinson's
(8-18)sentiments about it. Somebody told me, | trust
(8-18)inaccurately, that he had not been well. | have not heard
(8-18)of him for sometime, and | owe him (besides much
(8-18)kindness, which can only be paid with gratitude) the
(8-18)suitable compensation for his very friendly laboursin
(8-18)my behalf. | wish you would poke him alittle, with all
(8-18)delicacy, on this subject. We are richer than when
(8-18)Abbotsford first began, and have engrossed a great deal
(8-18)of hismost valuable time. | think you will understand
(8-18)the plan perfectly. A private staircase comes down from
(8-18)my dressing-room, and opens upon a book gallery ; the
(8-18)landing-place forms the top of the oratory, leaving that
(8-18)cahinet seven feet high ; then thereisa staircase in the
(8-18)closet which corresponds with the oratory, which you
(8-18)attain by walking round the gallery. This staircase might
(8-18)be made to hang on the door and pull out when it is



(8-18)opened, which is the way abroad with an escalier derobe.1
(8-18)I might either put shelves under the gallery, or place some
(8-18)of my cabinets there, or partly both.-Kind compliments
(8-18)to Mrs. Terry, in which al join. Yours most truly,

(8-18)W. SCOTT

(8-18)P.S.-The quantity of hornsthat | have for the hall
(8-18)would furnish the whole world of cuckoldom ; arrived
(8-18)thisinstant a new cargo of them. Lord knows from whence.
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(8-19)I opened the box, thinking it might be the damask,
(8-19)and found it full of sylvan spoils. Has an old-fashioned
(8-19)consulting desk ever met your eye in your rambles |
(8-19)mean one of those which have four faces, each forming an
(8-19)inclined plane, like awriting-desk, and made to turn
(8-19)round as well asto rise, and be depressed by a strong
(8-19)iron screw in the centre, something like a one-clawed
(8-19)table ; they are old-fashioned, but choicely convenient,
(8-19)as you can keep three or four books, foliosif you like, open
(8-19)for reference. If you have not seen one, | can get one
(8-19)made to amode in the Advocates Library. Some sort
(8-19)of contrivances there are, too, for displaying prints, all
(8-19)which would be convenient in so large aroom, but can
(8-19)be got in time.

[Lockhart]

TO SSR THOMASDICK LAUDER, BART., RELUGAS, FORRES
(8-19)MY DEAR SIR,-We have not taken any steps about our
(8-19)venerable friend and your predecessor whose Manuscript

(8-19)is lying safe in my hands. Constable has been in London
(8-19)thislong time and is still there and Cadell does not seem



(8-19)willingly to embark in any enterprize of consequence just
(8-19)now.1 We have set on foot a sort [of] Scottish Roxburgh
(8-19)Club here for publishing curiosities of Scottish literature
(8-19)but Fountainhall would be a work rather too heavy for our
(8-19)limited funds although few can be conceived which would
(8-19)come more legitimately under the purpose of our association 2
(8-19)which is made in order to rescue from the chance of
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(8-20)destruction the documents most essential to the history
(8-20)and literature of Scotland.

(8-20)We are to have a meeting on the 4th July when | will
(8-20)table the subject and if we possibly can assist in bringing
(8-20)out the worthy Judge in good stile we will be most ready
(8-20)to cooperate with your pious endeavours to that effect. |
(8-20)should wish to hear from you before that time what you
(8-20)would wish to be done in the matter respecting the size
(8-20)number of the impression and so forth. Whatever lays
(8-20)in my limited power will be gladly contributed by Dear
(8-20)Sir Your very faithful Servant WALTER SCOTT

(8-20)CASTLE STREET, 18 June [1823]

[Dick-Lauder]

TO ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE

(8-200MY DEAR CONSTABLE, -- Your valuable present of rare
(8-20)tracts reachd me safe and form amost curious & impotant
(8-20)addition on the Jacobite & religious collection not
(8-20)forgetting those of Diablerie.  What are your motions to
(8-20)be Do you remain in the south a month or two or come
(8-20)down immediatly If after the 12th | hope you will make
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(8-21)a stage of Abbotsford now that Mrs. Constable has learnd
(8-21)the way there. | wish you could have dined in Castle
(8-21)Street fourth July with Committee of Bannatynians. We
(8-21)shdl have haggis & whisky & claret in the silver stoup
(8-21)More Mgorum. What a pity old Graystedl 1 isunder the
(8-21)sod. We shall miss our fat friend too who | believe goes
(8-21)to Harrowgate next week to scour out alittle.

(8-21)l am sorry to find our friend Q. D. is somewhat frost-bit
(8-21)which I did not expect. If on consideration it is thought
(8-21)necessary to leave greater intermission betwixt thes[e]
(8-21)affairs which | think may be the result we must keep the
(8-21)mill going with something else.2 | have to tell you on
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(8-22)Lady Scotts part that there will be clamours about the
(8-22)bed you undertook to look out for. | mentiond a few books
(8-22)which | wanted from London modern publications of
(8-22)little worth but which we must have to keep up stock.

(8-22)1 will be happy to hear from you at your leisure. If

(8-22)you come down in July we shall be at Abbotsford & in
(8-22)possession of our new house. | send this under cover to
(8-22)Terry And am always Most truly yours

(8-22)CASTLE STREET 18 June[PM. 1823] WALTER SCOTT
[Stevenson|

TOWILLIAM STEWART ROSE

(8-22)My DEAR ROSE,-My old Masters the Civilians say
(8-22)Mens hominis est ambulatoria usque ad mortem 1 and a



(8-22)consciousness that this may be the case even when our friends
(8-22)may be disappointed with respect to our intentions
(8-22)induces me to express a hope that your mind has not been
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(8-23)ambulating respecting your purpose of visiting us and being
(8-23)one of our quiet country party. | explained all our
(8-23)motions in the last which continue stable-that is-we
(8-23)shall be all at Abbotsford on 12th July but should you
(8-23)come earlier your bed etc will be ready for you and you
(8-23)will find Lady Scott and Anne anxious and happy to do
(8-23)the honours to you after the 28th when they go to the
(8-23)country. So if you keep your tryste on 1st July you have
(8-23)your chamber in the wall ready and your hostesses to
(8-23)attend you. | have to return you my best thanks for the
(8-23)first division of the Orlando. Asyet | can only speak to
(8-23)its meritsin a general way the hurry of the Session has
(8-23)not permitted me to compare it with the original. But
(8-23)it reads like an original itself and in my poor mind is the
(8-23)most successful attempt ever made to render aromantic
(8-23)poet where epic strain is blended with so much peculiar
(8-23)wit and humour indigenous in aforeign land. Lockhart
(8-23)a better judge than | am because more lately a student
(8-23)of the linguatoscanais unrestrained in his approbation.
(8-23)Miss Edgworth has been here. In shape and appearance
(8-23)the very Whippity Stourie of our Scotch nursery tale.1 | like
(8-23)her very much and have seen agreat deal other. She has
(8-23)gone north with two sisters one clever and the other

24 LETTERS OF 1823

(8-24)pretty and a brother qui n‘apas |'air distingue but who is
(8-24)qualified as an excellent mathematician and engineer.
(8-24)Other news there are none except what is no news that
(8-24)we all long for your presence. Ever yours truly



(8-24)EDINR 24th June 1823 WALTER SCOTT
[Abbotsford Copies|

TO JOHN B. S. MORRITT, ROKEBY PARK, GRETA
BRIDGE, YORKSHIRE

(8-24)MY DEAR MORRITT,-I have both your kind letters which
(8-24)! delayd answering untill | should see according to our
(8-24)Scotch phrase how bowls are to run this season and
(8-24)whether | could possibly promise myself the pleasure of a
(8-24)Raid of Rokeby. | find however on computation that
(8-24)this very pleasant matter must be put off till next year.
(8-24)1 have amonstrous deal to do at Abbotsford and besides
(8-24)expect one or two birds of passage in the course of July
(8-24)and August who intend to rest their wearied wing at
(8-24)Abbotsford. | wish to heaven Lady Alvanley and [the]
(8-24)Miss Ardens 1 would be of that party. | have not seen
(8-24)them since 1815 when their presence contributed so much
(8-24)to make paris delightful.2 | trust in God your charming
(8-24)young friend will experience all the advantage you can
(8-24)desire from the milder climate of the South-Oursisthe
(8-24)only bad thing about our country. | myself am flint to
(8-24)cold and rawness but | see the young people even of
(8-24)Scotland sinking daily under pulmonary or stomach
(8-24)disorders exasperated by the rigour of our northern
(8-24)seasons. | think we have made our houses too comfortable
(8-24)in comparaison to the state of the external air-and
(8-24)yet the Russian rushes from his vapour bath into the
(8-24)extremities of a polar climate. Wherever the fault lies
(8-24)the consequences are too obvious. My friend Hector
(8-24)MacDonald has just lost afourth son who like his brothers
(8-24)died at the age when he should have enterd the world
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(8-25)and he has now only one left out of five most hopeful
(8-25)young men-a sad business-Upon the whole this has
(8-25)been a most unhealthy season and the aged and weak have
(8-25)been swept off at an awful rate. All our household have
(8-25)beenill except mysdlf. Walter has had a rough touch of
(8-25)fever and ague but seems now quite reestablishd. He
(8-25)stays with me but a short time having got again into the
(8-25)army by exchanging for full pay. So he is now Lieutenant
(8-25)in the i15th Hussars. He goes to the Royal College at
(8-25)Sandhurst for a twelvemonth after which | hope to get
(8-25)him upon Sir Frederick Adams staff in the lonian Idlands
(8-25)or into some similar situation. What | look forward to is
(8-25)the staff if possible which isthe most scientific and best line
(8-25)of his profession.

(8-25)Touching your dedication | would fain evade it if
(8-25)possible. The good lady cannot but expect that such a
(8-25)circumstance would be attended with some advantage of
(8-25)one kind or other and in modern times none whatever is
(8-25)derived from it and in my opinion dedications should
(8-25)always be waved unless where they are intended to express
(8-25)personal friendship or personal obligation. Besides there
(8-25)is acertain Mr. Wiffen (a Quaker by the grace of God) who
(8-25)hath accomplishd a version of the Jerusalem Deliverd 1 in
(8-25)which it is to be hoped he has made Armidatak the
(8-25)language of my old friend Dame Janet Waldie 2 and
(8-25)Rinaldo that of Simon Pure. Serioudly they say it isvery
(8-25)cleverly done and it may be worth your protegee's while
(8-25)to think whether she ought to start against him. Assuredly
(8-25)she should at least run no risque. After all | put myself in
(8-25)your hand if you think my declining the substitution of my
(8-25)own name in place of our rearward 3 friend Beckford would
(8-25)give pain. | have no feelings about the matter that | would
(8-25)not sacrifice rather [than] inflict pain on another. But |
(8-25)would much rather wave the compliment if it could be
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(8-26)done without rudeness because a more ineffectual &
(8-26)useless a patron than | am could not be selected out of the
(8-26)circle of literature. | have not even the ordinary and
(8-26)cheapest of all means to advance awork namely by
(8-26)prone-ing 1 initsfavour in literary society for as you well
(8-26)know for twenty years at least | have like Gil Blas preferd
(8-26)the conversation of men of the work-day world to the
(8-26)allspice society that is made up of authors critics and
(8-26)admirers and most of my friends are only acquainted
(8-26)with Jerusalem as they learn about it in the bible. | like
(8-26)them the better therefore for as there is scarce one person
(8-26)who has areal natural taste either for poetry [or] letters
(8-26)out of about fifty who affect [it (paper torn by seal)] the odds
(8-26)are fifty to one against your meeting with that rara avis
(8-26)who is what they would seem.

(8-26)The Spanish humbug seems well nigh over and the
(8-26)Whigs who have spent their throats in hallooing about
(8-26)that straw bon-fire must be down in the palate beyond
(8-26)recovery even by brandy and bay-salt. But they will soon
(8-26)get some other Will o' the Wisp. One would think they
(8-26)had sworn with the old fairy song

(8-26)For al of the humbug, the bite, and the buzz
(8-26)0f this Make-believe world must stand forfeit to us.

(8-26)Their drawing their purses however is carrying the joke
(8-26)rather farther than | ever ventured to hope.

(8-26)Miss Edgeworth is here very lively and entertaining and
(8-26)acting well up to the character one forms from her
(8-26)compositions. In person | can never free mysalf from the
(8-26)recollections of Whippity Stourie the fairy so much
(8-26)renownd in Scottish nurseries. Her proposed visit to



(8-26)Abbotsford after she has whisked through the high lands
(8-26)is one of the circumstances which oblige me to stick fast
(8-26)at Abbotsford for the next two months.2
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(8-27)All herejoin in kindest and best love to the young
(8-27)ladies and to Miss Morritt whose residence in Edinburgh
(8-27)this last winter gave us so much pleasure.-Always dear
(8-27)Morritt Sincerely yours WALTER SCOTT

(8-27)EDINBURGH 25 June [PM. 1823

(8-27)I will be at Abbotsford in afortnight. | hear poor
(8-27)Lydia White is dying game to the last 1 -thereis dignity in
(8-27)courage of every kind. Rose has made | think an admirable
(8-27)version of the Orlando. Whether it will interest the
(8-27)public I know not but | am sure that besides presenting
(8-27)an excellent treat to any who chuses to take share of it
(8-27)Rose has the advantage of employing himself usefully and
(8-27)elegantly and diverting his mind during the languor of
(8-27)solitude & bodily pain and languor. | expect him in
(8-27)Scotland soon.

[Law]

TO RICHARD 2 SURTEES

(8-27)With Courier of So: Frederick Street

(8-27)MY DEAR SIR,-I send you the Restituta, and | think
(8-27)you will be sorry for poor Sheale. At the sametimell

(8-27)redly hope he did not write Chevy Chase. Thereis
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(8-28)something so humbling in his wife being a silk woman,
(8-28)and all the detail of the robbery on Dunsmere, for which
(8-28)he got so little credit.

(8-28)Would you like to see Allan's pictures  If so, and you
(8-28)will [call] on meto day at the Parliament House at 12
(8-28)1 will procure you admittance, and aso for the ladies.

(8-28)!1 wish the Ladies and you, if not better engaged, would
(8-28)drink coffee with us at six to-night, and take awalk or a
(8-28)drive. You need not mind ordering your horses, as mine
(8-28)have little to do, and the carriage will hold us all very
(8-28)conveniently.

(8-28)Als0, | hope you will give us your company to dinner,
(8-28)either Wednesday or thursday as most convenient, or later
(8-28)in the week, if you like it better.

(8-28)Hereis aformidable list of demands on your time and
(8-28)patience ; but a Northumbrian in Edinburgh is but a
(8-28)prisoner at large and must be obedient to the will of the
(8-28)natives, and | have some very old claims on you. | cannot
(8-28)tell how | am vexd that | should be obliged to leave town
(8-28)to-morrow, and on the other hand, must return when you
(8-28)are like to be at Melrose-it isavile see-saw. Yours ever,
(8-28)WALTER SCOTT

(8-28)CASTLE STREET, Friday morning 1 [summer, 1823]

(8-28)!1 hope you were gratified yesterday.
[Mrs. S. Spence Clephan and Abbotsford Copies)
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TO JAMESBALLANTYNE



[With the corrected proofs of early chapters of "St. Ronan's Well."]
[c. duly 1823]

(8-29)DEAR JAMES,-I will be delighted to see you to-morrow
(8-29)with-scrip and scrippage at breakfast-time. The resemblance
(8-29)between Lovel and Tyrrel isonly that of situation.

(8-29)I have thoughts of making the tale tragic, having "a
(8-29)humour to be cruel.” It may go off, however. If naot, it
(8-29)will be a pitiful tragedy, filled with the most lamentable
(8-29)mirth. | find | must have a peep at the revise of sheet c;
(8-29)or, stay, insert the following addition and corrections :-

(8-29)Del. the alteration, line 2, p. 65, and stet as before, |
(8-29)wadna, etc.

(8-29)P. 66, line 2, add-And Nanny, ye may tell them he has
(8-29)an illustrated poem-illustrated-mind the word, Nanny,
(8-29)that isto be stuck asfou o' the likes o' that as ever turkey
(8-29)was larded wi' dabs o' bacon.1 -Yours truly W. S.
[1871 Exhibition Catal ogue]

TO CHARLES KIRKPATRICK SHARPE

(8-29)Answer this evening if possible. | have to see afriend
(8-29)tomorrow by nine who may be useful.

(8-29)CASTLE STREET Tuesday [8 July] 1823

(8-29)MY DEAR CHARLES,-The melancholy death of Sir
(8-29)Henry Raeburn 2 leaves the Office of King's painter open-
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(8-30)It was held before Sir Henry by Bishop Abercromby ergo
(8-30)it is not necessary that the official should be an artist &
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(8-30)it isfit for a gentleman to hold. You are both a gentleman
(8-30)& artist and why should you not be King's painter | do
(8-30)not know the amount but imagineit. | have a notion
(8-30)it is worth about «'150 or '200 & supposing the General
(8-30)shdl withdraw his alowance it will in that case till be
(8-30)" O rare guerdon-better than Remuneration.”

(8-30)Shall | et to work in thiswith the speed of light | will
(8-30)write to Sir William Knighton by tomorrow's post. Yours
(8-30)ever WALTER SCOTT
[Hornel]

TO BENJAMIN ROBERT HAYDON

(8-30)DEAR SIR,-On my return from the country yesterday
(8-30)I received with extreme regret and sympathy the letter
(8-30)which apprises me of your present unhappy situation.1

1823 SIRWALTER SCOTT 31

(8-31) They have much to answer for, who proceed as your
(8-31)creditors have done, not only in the depreciation of your
(8-31)property and the interruption at once of your domestic
(8-31)happiness and professional career, but in the deprivation
(8-31)of your persond liberty by means of which you could in
(8-31)so many ways have been of service to yourself, and even
(8-31)to them. There is one, however, in your situation which
(8-31)others cannot experience, and which ought to give you
(8-31)patience and comfort under your severe affliction. What
(8-31)real means of eminence and of future success you possess
(8-31)lie far beyond the power of the sheriff's writ. An officia
(8-31)personisruined if deprived of the power of attending his
(8-31)duty, a shopkeeper if deprived of his shops, a merchant
(8-31)if his stores and credit are taken from him, but no species
(8-31)of legal distress can attack the internal sources of genius,
(8-31)though it may for atime palsy his hand.



(8-31)If this misfortune had happened in Scotland, where our
(8-31)laws in such cases are of amost mild and equitable
(8-31)character, | could without trouble put you upon a plan
(8-31)of extrication. But the English laws are different, and |
(8-31)am unacquainted with them. Still however, | think there
(8-31)must be an outlet under the insolvent act, of which you
(8-31)should not hesitate to avail yourself of it, for in the eye
(8-31)of Justice and equity the creditors, who pushed on asale
(8-31)of your valuable pictures, must be considered to be
(8-31)overpaid. But as this may be awork of more time than | am
(8-31)aware of, perhaps some temporary arrangement might be
(8-31)ableto obtain at least your liberty, for whenever at
(8-31)freedom | should have no fear that the exertion of your
(8-31)own talents would soon retrieve the comforts you have
(8-31)lost for the present. An appeal to the public would
(8-31)doubtless raise a considerable sum, but | should be sorry
(8-31)any part of it went into the pockets of those hard-hearted
(8-31)men of mammon. | should rather endure a little buffeting,
(8-31)and keep this as a resource under my leeto run for as
(8-31)soon as | was my own man again. But of this those
(8-31)advisers who know the law of England, and have the
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(8-32)affairs fully under their consideration, will be the best
(8-32)judges. Among the numerous admirers of your genius,
(8-32)you must have many able and willing to assist you at this
(8-32)moment, and | need scarce point out to you the prudence
(8-32)of being entirely frank in your communications with them.

(8-32)I have not to make many apologies for the trifling
(8-32)amount of an enclosure which may be useful, as atrifling
(8-32)matter will sometimes stop aleak inavessd : truthis|
(8-32)have been alittle extravagant lately, and mean this only
(8-32)as asmall on accompt, for which you shall be my debtor



(8-32)in a sketch or drawing when better spirits and more
(8-32)fortunate circumstances enable you to use a black-lead

(8-32)pencil or ahit of chalk. Excuse this trifling communication.

(8-32)I hope to have a letter by-and-by.

(8-32)This has been a severe season for the arts : about a
(8-32)fortnight since | had a very merry party through Fifeshire,
(8-32)with our Chief Baron (Sergeant Shepherd) and the Lord
(8-32)Chief Commissioner, and above al, Sir H. Raeburn, our
(8-32)famous portrait painter. No one could seem more
(8-32)healthy than he was, or more active, and of an athletic
(8-32)spare habit, that seemed made for avery long life. But
(8-32)thismorning | have the melancholy news of his death
(8-32)after three daysillness, by which painting is deprived of a
(8-32)votary of genius, our city of an ornament, and society of
(8-32)a most excellent and most innocent member. Sir Henry
(8-32)about twelve or thirteen years ago had become totally
(8-32)embarrassed in his affairs from incautious securitiesin
(8-32)which he was engaged for a near relative, who was in the
(8-32)West Indiatrade.1 He met with more considerate and
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(8-33)kinder treatment than you have unfortunately experienced,
(8-33)but, notwithstanding the result was his being
(8-33)deprived of the fortune he had honourably acquired by
(8-33)his profession. He bore his deprivation with the greatest
(8-33)firmness ; resumed his pencil with increased zeal, and
(8-33)improved his natural talents by close study, so that he not
(8-33)only completely re-established his affairs, but has been
(8-33)long in the condition to leave an honest independence to
(8-33)his family. May you, my dear Mr. Haydon, as you
(8-33)resemble him in his misfortunes, also resemble himin the
(8-33)success with which my poor friend surmounted them.
(8-33)After dl, | hope your youth and health will enable you
(8-33)much longer to enjoy returning prosperity than it has been
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(8-33)hislot to do. I will be very glad to hear from you when
(8-33)your plans are arranged, and particularly so if it should
(8-33)be in my power by any exertion to advance them.1 | am
(8-33)with sincere sorrow, and best regards, Dear Sir, yours
(8-33)very truly WALTER SCOTT
(8-33)EDINBURGH, 8th July [1823]

[Tom Taylor's Life of Hayden|

TO LORD MELVILLE

(8-33)MY DEAR LORD MELVILLE,-Charles Kirkpatricke
(8-33)Sharpe is a candidate for the situation of Kings limner
(8-33)vacant by the death of Raeburn. As his conception and
(8-33)execution as an artist is of a character so distinguishd as
(8-33)scarce to be second to Hogarth | really hope you will
(8-33)back him in this matter were it but for the hundred good
(8-33)laughs we have had at Queen Elizabeth Dancing. In
(8-33)mechanical skill professiona artists may surpass him but
(8-33)I know none who approaches him in the higher requisites
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(8-34)of fancy and expression & surely that his situation does
(8-34)not permit him to sell his productions ought rather to be a
(8-34)recommendation to him as otherwise-The income of
(8-34)the office small asitis(about 100 | believe) would
(8-34)double al that poor Charles has to live upon and yet
(8-34)would provide for al his simple and regulated wants. He is
(8-34)now frightfully dependant on his mothers life and some
(8-34)family misunderstandings have cut off al friendly
(8-34)intercourse between him and his brother the General. So pray
(8-34)put out your strong right hand and help him on this most
(8-34)critical emergency. Always my dear Lord | am most
(8-34)truly yours WALTER SCOTT



(8-34)ABBOTSFORD MELROSE 9th July [1823]

(8-34)I trust we will see Lady Méelville & your Lordship at
(8-34)Abbotsford this season & early.

[Nat. Lib. Scot]

TO UNKNOWN CORRESPONDENT 1

(8-34)DEAR SIR,-I am truly happy to hear of poor Terry's
(8-34)emancipation which he owes under providence to your
(8-34)excellent management of a very perplexd business. The
(8-34)sdle[ ] to such aresponsible man as Matthews gives
(8-34)assurance to all parties and patience and good management
(8-34)have done for the creditors much more than they
(8-34)could have expected. | observed with much concern the
(8-34)alteration in Terry's handwriting. | trust the change in
(8-34)his affairs will give [comfort] to hisfeelings and relieve
(8-34)him of the symptoms to which distress have given rise.
(8-34)I have written to him to keep a good heart and look for
(8-34)better days which if health permits he has no cause to
(8-34)despair of. He has got a good engagement at Drury
(8-34)Lane and can do something in the interval of the theater.
(8-34)We could make him a good bumper here if he comes
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(8-35)when people are in town for we go like aflight of wild
(8-35)geeze to our hills and lakes whenever our Courts of
(8-35)Jdustice rise. | am with many thanks for my own share of
(8-35)the trouble you have had. Very much your obligd
(8-35)servant WALTER SCOTT
(8-35)EDINR. 9 July 1823

[Huntington]



TO [THE RAEBURN FAMILY]

(8-35)SIR WALTER SCOTT regrets particularly that the necessity
(8-35)of going to the country tomorrow prevents his attending
(8-35)the last obsequies of a friend whom he esteemd and
(8-35)respected so entirely as the late Sir Henry Raeburn.

(8-35)He requests the family will accept his sincere sympathy
(8-35)for the inestimable loss which they have sustaind and
(8-35)which is shared not only by al Sir Henrys friends but
(8-35)by the public of Scotland at large.

(8-35)CASTLE STREET Thursday 10 July [1823]
[Owen D. Young]

TO SIR THOMAS DICK LAUDER, RELUGAS, FORRES

[Extract]

(8-35)MY DEAR SIR THOMAS,-You are too easily alarmd
(8-35)about the fate of your ancestors. | did not mean it would
(8-35)not be publishd-far less that | would not do all in my
(8-35)power to advance the publication but only that the size
(8-35)and probable expence of the work 1 with the limited sale
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(8-36)for articles of literature only interesting to the Scottish
(8-36)Antiquaries renderd the Booksellers less willing to adopt
(8-36)the proposal than they seemd at first. . . . Mr. Thomson
(8-36)has promised to look through the Manuscript and collate
(8-36)it with that of Mr. Maule 1 and is of opinion (as | am)
(8-36)that it would be very desireable to retrench all the mere
(8-36)law-questions which are to be found in the printed folios.
(8-36)Indeed the Editors of these two volumes had a purposein
(8-36)view directly opposed to ours for they wishd to omit



(8-36)historical and domestic anecdotes and give the law cases
(8-36)as unmixd as possible while it would be our object
(8-36)doubtless to exclude the mere law questions in favour
(8-36)0f the other. No doubt many of the law cases are in
(8-36)themselves such singular examples of the state of manners
(8-36)that it would be a pity not to retain them even athough
(8-36)they may be found in the printed copy because they are
(8-36)there mixd with so much professional matter that general
(8-36)readers will not easily discover them. . . .

(8-36)I think you had better correspond with Constable
(8-36)assuring him of my willingness to help in any thing that
(8-36)can get the book out and | am sure Mr. Thomson will feel
(8-36)the same interest. | have to leave town tomorrow for
(8-36)four months but as | am only at Abbotsford | can do
(8-36)anything that may be referd to me.
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(8-37)Asfor Milnes notes there are many of them that | think
(8-37)worth preservation as describing and identifying the
(8-37)individuas of whom Fountainhall wrote although his
(8-37)silly party zeal makes him like al such partizans of faction
(8-37)nnjust and scurrilous. . . .

(8-37)1 will as| have aways been be most ready to give any
(8-37)notes or illustrations in my power the only way | suppose
(8-37)in which | can be useful to the publication. The idea
(8-37)of retrenching the law cases which originates with
(8-37)Thomson promises if you entertain it to remove the only
(8-37)possible objection to the publication namely the great
(8-37)expence. My address for the next four months is Abbotsford
(8-37)by Méelrose and | am always Dear Sir Thomas very
(8-37)much your faithful humble Servant WALTER SCOTT

(8-37)EDINR. 10 July [1823]



[Dick-Lauder]

TO LADY ANNE BARNARD

(8-37)14 July, 1823

(8-37)MY DEAR LADY ANNE,-I wish | could tell you with
(8-37)how much pleasure | received your letter 1 and how many
(8-37)remembrances it brought back to me of very early days,-
(8-37)some allittle sad, to be sure, but perhaps not on that
(8-37)account the less interesting. | cannot pretend to say why,
(8-37)or on what authority, that mysterious personage the
(8-37)author of "Waverley" made the appropriation which
(8-37)induced your ladyship to ascend the confessional so much
(8-37)to my advantage, but | can say for myself, that, forty
(8-37)years, and more, | never entertained the least doubt as to
(8-37)the real authoress of "Robin Gray,"-that real pastoral,
(8-37)which isworth al the dialogues which Corydon and Phyllis
(8-37)have had together from the days of Theocritus downwards.
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(8-38)Now | will tell your ladyship how | came to be so
(8-38)positive respecting a fact known with certainty to so very
(8-38)few persons. Your ladyship may remember, anong old
(8-38)Edinburgh acquaintances, the family of Dr. John Rutherford,
(8-38)professor of medicine, one of whom, Mrs. Colonel
(8-38)Russdll of Ashestiel by marriage, was formerly well known
(8-38)to you. The eldest daughter of the Doctor, by hisfirst
(8-38)wife, was my worthy mother, who was much connected
(8-38)by friendship, and, | think, by some remote cousinred
(8-38)(through the Duffs and Dalrymples), with the excellent
(8-38)Countess of Balcarres, your ladyship's mother, in virtue
(8-38)of which connection | had, when entering life, the advantage
(8-38)of hearing the good old lady, then our neighbour in
(8-38)George's Square, tell many entertaining anecdotes of the



(8-38)Vieille Cour, and of ancient Scotch manners.

(8-38)l was also a sort of permitted attendant on the late
(8-38)Countess at public places, particularly the theatre, where
(8-38)she retained a box so constantly, that the lady dowager
(8-38)used to call her "the good-wife of the playhouse.” 1

(8-38)Moreover, your ladyship gives me too much gracein
(8-38)supposing Soph Johnstone 2 was not of my day. Well do
(8-38)1 remember her jockey coat, masculine stride, strong
(8-38)voice, and, occasionally, round oath ; | remember also
(8-38)many of her songs, for example-

(8-38)" Eh! quo' thetod, it's a braw light night,
(8-38)Thewind'si' the west, and the moon shines bright,” &c.3
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(8-39)Moreover, did | not see her kick my poor sister's shins
(8-39)under the card-table at Mrs. Cockburn's,1 for moving her
(8-39)feet in some way inconvenient to the said Soph, who added
(8-39)at the same time to her pedestrian correction this exclamation
(8-39)(how acceptable to amissin teens your ladyship may
(8-39)believe),-" What is the lassie wabster 2-wabster-wabstering
(8-39)that gatefor  "-In short, | saw this extraordinary
(8-39)origina both at home and at Mrs. Cockburn's, and am
(8-39)like to laugh even now whenever | think of her.

(8-39)It was not from Soph Johnstone, however, that |
(8-39)learned "Auld Robin Gray," but from my aunt Mrs.
(8-39)Russell, who used to sing very prettily, and had learned
(8-39)it, | think, in your ladyship's family, if not from yourself.

(8-39)She only sung the first part, but, many years afterwards,
(8-39)I got from her sister, my much regretted relation,
(8-39)Miss Christian Rutherford (the great friend of Mrs.



(8-39)Murray Keith), about seven or eight verses of the
(8-39)continuation, but which only made a fragment. All these
(8-39)persons were perfectly convinced of your ladyship's right
(8-39)to this beautiful ballad, and spoke of it as a matter of
(8-39)which they never had a moment's doubt, and I, knowing
(8-39)their opportunities of information, never considered the
(8-39)matter as being at all questionable ; indeed, | supposed
(8-39)that Mrs. Russell had |learned the circumstance from your
(8-39)ladyship directly, and though that, from your ladyship's
(8-39)information, must have been amistake, yet | am satisfied
(8-39)that, either from Soph Johnstone's being less absolutely
(8-39)faithful than your ladyship supposes, or very likely from
(8-39)some chain of circumstantial proof, added to her knowledge
(8-39)of Lady Anne's genius for the profitless and profane
(8-39)art of ballad-making, she had arrived at the true
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(8-40)conclusion without the assistance of any direct testimony.1
(8-40)The Miss Hepburns, too, of Congalton, who belonged to
(8-40)the same society of friends (and a very pleasant society
(8-40)they formed, till a strange and simultaneous fate swept
(8-40)most of them off within afew days of each other), used
(8-40)always to speak of "Auld Robin Gray" as being indubitably
(8-40)the composition of Lady Anne Barnard,-and many
(8-40)awish have | formed to know Lady Anne in consequence
(8-40)of this conviction.

(8-40)It is within these few weeks that Lord Montagu, with
(8-40)whom | am in the habits of constant correspondence,
(8-40)wrote to me on this very subject, and mentioned that a
(8-40)clergyman arrogated to himself the merit of writing
(8-40)"Auld Robin Gray." 2 | wrote in reply, mentioning a
(8-40)part of the facts on which | felt myself from good authority
(8-40)entitled to ascribe the praise to the lady | have now the
(8-40)honour to address,-odd enough, that his excellent aunt 3



(8-40)should be the first to penetrate your mystery, and that he
(8-40)should be in danger of being mystified at this time of day.

(8-40)Now, | have agreat mind to ask your ladyship's goodness
(8-40)to put a stop to these petty-larceny proceedingsin the
(8-40)following manner. | belong to a society 4 of literary
(8-40)folks in Edinburgh, whose principal bond of unionisthe
(8-40)resolution to preserve as many floating records of Scottish
(8-40)history and antiquities as we can collect ; each member
(8-40)prints what he pleases, not exceeding the number of
(8-40)copies necessary for the members, and afew more for
(8-40)particular friends,-for the object is, to preserve from the
(8-40)risk attending manuscripts, without intending any
(8-40)immediate publication. Will you allow meto put a
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(8-41)complete copy of "Auld Robin Gray" in this curious record,
(8-41)either with or without the name of the ingenious authoress,
(8-41)and with as much or aslittle of its history, as you think
(8-41)better -1 wish to Heaven | could obtain an equally
(8-41)authentic copy of "Hardyknute," and | think old Fife
(8-41)might cock her crest in honour other two poetesses.1

(8-41)I think Dalzell's criticism rather hypercritical, but very
(8-41)characteristic ; were | to reply to it in the manner of
(8-41)Shakspeare's commentators, trumping each other's nonsense,
(8-41)1 would, in logical phrase, grant his premises and
(8-41)deny his conclusion. A crown, | would say, isno
(8-41)denomination of Scottish money, and therefore the pound to
(8-41)which it is to be augmented is not a Scottish pound. If
(8-41)it were objected to my exposition, that it is unnatural that
(8-41)Jamie should speak of any other denomination of coin
(8-41)than the Scotch, | would produce you a dozen of old
(8-41)papers to prove that the coast of Fife in ancient times
(8-41)carried on a great trade with Holland and other countries,
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(8-41)and of course French crowns and pounds sterling were
(8-41)current denominations among them.-Moreover, he
(8-41)shews himself so ready to gang to sea, that, for aught | can
(8-41)tell, or Dalzell either (if he were alive), Jamie may have
(8-41)gone atrial voyage to Campvere aready, and speak rather
(8-41)as amariner than in the usual style of " poor Scotland's
(8-41)gear." 2
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(8-42)Dazdll's remark can only be matched by one made by
(8-42)Mr. Farquharson, an old Edinburgh accomptant,-one
(8-42)who executes pretty much the duty of amaster in
(8-42)chancery, to whom the judges refer such complicated cases
(8-42)connected with figures as their own skill and Cocker's
(8-42)assistance do not enable their own wisdom to disentangle.
(8-42)He was with some difficulty prevailed on by his own family
(8-42)to read "Cecilia," which had just come out.1 On their
(8-42)asking how he liked it, he expressed himself much amused,
(8-42)but observed there was a gross error and inconsistency in
(8-42)the narrative,-a part of the distress or embarrassment of
(8-42)the heroine being, as your ladyship may remember, on the
(8-42)loss of her fortune.-" Now," said my old friend, "athough
(8-42)Ceciliawas cheated other money in the funds, and
(8-42)lost her landed property by marrying Delville, who would
(8-42)not change his name, she must still have been a considerable
(8-42)heiress, for no account is given of the arrears of her
(8-42)rents, which, under Mr. Briggs careful management,
(8-42)must at the end of nineteen or twenty years,” he said, " be
(8-42)a very respectable sum. | have made a small schedule
(8-42)of it," he added, drawing a balance-sheet from his pocket,
(8-42)"in which it plainly appears that, even at smple interest,
(8-42)she must have been worth so many thousands."-With
(8-42)such different views do people read works of fancy!

(8-42)1 was in the neighbourhood of Balcarres for the first



(8-42)time in my life about a month ago ; | never saw so many
(8-42)good houses of people of family and fortune nestled so
(8-42)close together asin that part of Fife 2 ; it is more like
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(8-43)England than Scotland. | was only a member of alarge
(8-43)party, without any independent means of conveyance,
(8-43)otherwise | should have paid my respects to Mr. Lindsay.

(8-43)But | begin to think | have rather abused the privilege
(8-43)which your ladyship's goodness has allowed me, and
(8-43)bestowed on you, with all Dogberry's generosity, afull
(8-43)allowance of my tediousness. | will only add, that | am
(8-43)noat likely soon to profit by the very flattering invitation
(8-43)with which your ladyship honoured me ; perhaps, before
(8-43)l come to town, some happy chance may determine your
(8-43)course to Scotland, and | need scarce say how happy |
(8-43)should be to receive the authoress of " Robin Gray " and
(8-43)her companion,

(8-43)" On well-sung Tweed's baronia stream,”

(8-43)where | am just concluding a hobby-horsical sort of a
(8-43)mansion, with aslittle of Solomon's skill in the design, as
(8-43)thereis of his silence in the execution, which makes even
(8-43)now aclatter about my ears, enough to stun any one who
(8-43)was bred in awriter's office like myself:-its best
(8-43)recommendation to you will be its near neighbourhood to Yair.1
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(8-44)But you will never get rid of me, if | start anew to old

(8-44)stories :-Believe me, dear Lady Anne, Most respectfully
(8-44)and sincerely. Y our obedient servant,



(8-44)WALTER SCOTT
[Lives of the Lindsays]

TO CHARLES KIRKPATRICK SHARPE

(8-44)MY DEAR CHARLES,-Theinclosed 1 informs me that our
(8-44)cake s like to be dough-There is no help for it-asin
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(8-45)many cases we are thwarted by a chance we did not
(8-45)reckon upon.

(8-45)! send Frendraught 1 which so far as| havereadisa
(8-45)trashy Exclamation upon the place without any light on
(8-45)the curious subject. There are some other curious tracts
(8-45)in the volume. Yourstruly

(8-45)THE DISAPPOINTED W. S.

(8-45)15 July [1823]

[Hornel]

TO LORD MONTAGU, DITTON PARK, WINDSOR, BERKS.

(8-45)MY DEAR LORD,-Poor Sir Henry Reaburn is no more-
(8-45)He was over in Fife with the Chief Commissioner Chief
(8-45)Baron & myself on a pleasure party about three weeks
(8-45)hence and | never saw aman in better health. But he
(8-45)died of water in the head a hopel ess disease which must
(8-45)have been long in the constitution. When he came back
(8-45)from Fife he said now [that] | am better acquainted
(8-45)with your face than ever | was (having been three or four
(8-45)days in company) | will finish Lord Montagu's picture &
(8-45)my own 2 for | had agreed long since to sit to him on his



(8-45)own account and both pictures were nearly finishd. |
(8-45)went accordingly and sate to him for nearly three hours
(8-45)when he finishd his own head in a most masterly manner
(8-45)and did a great deal to that designd to your Lordship but
(8-45)chiefly to the drapery. | upbraided him in jest with
(8-45)having taken best care of himself & he alowd he had but
(8-45)agreed whenever the paint on your copy was dry | should
(8-45)have afinishing sitting. All this being the case | think
(8-45)your Lordship should have the finishd picture which is
(8-45)really considerd as the best likeness which ever has been
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(8-46)made of so indifferent an original for your Lordship
(8-46)cannot certainly be expected to take the unfinishd picture
(8-46)which would require one long sitting to bring it to the
(8-46)same perfection. In all respects they are quite the same
(8-46)only the dressis different to show that both were originals.
(8-46)Perhaps this can be arranged when your Lordship comes
(8-46)down.

(8-46)We are putting al oars in the water to get poor Charles
(8-46)Sharpe named Limner to His Majesty. No one can doubt
(8-46)his qualifications and the salary isbut 100 or thereabout
(8-46)yet | am sorry to say even that pittance would double his
(8-46)fortune. | do not ask your Lordship to interferein this
(8-46)matter but should you be writing to Lord Melville you
(8-46)can give an intimation of your good will to poor Charles.

(8-46)Your Lordships letter isjust put into my hands with the
(8-46)very interesting intelligence of my fair freind Lady
(8-46)Isabella's approaching change of condition.1 There are
(8-46)few people | should think worthy of so much gaiety and
(8-46)goodness of disposition united but Mr. Cust as your Lordship
(8-46)describes him is likely to prize both as an old freind

(8-46)of Lady Isabellathrough infancy childhood and youth



(8-46)warmly hopes and prays he may. | am alittle jealous of
(8-46)England and Ireland carrying off so many of our young
(8-46)ladies especialy asit limits the chance of our seeing them
(8-46)in Scotland so frequently as | could wish. | shall be quite
(8-46)prudent in letting no item escape of the intended nuptials
(8-46)untill 1 hear it publickly mentiond.
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(8-47)1 am delighted that you have got such atutor 1 for Walter
(8-47)as entirely satisfies a person so well acquainted with
(8-47)mankind as your Lordship and | am not afraid that a freind of
(8-47)yours should be imbued with any of [the] very dangerous
(8-47)qualities which are sometimes found in the instructors
(8-47)placed around our noble youths. Betwixt a narrow-
(8-47)minded pedantry which naturally disgusts a young man
(8-47)and the far more formidable vices of flattery assentation 2
(8-47)and self-seeking of al kinds there are very few of the
(8-47)class of men who are like to adopt the situation of tutor
(8-47)that oneis not afraid to trust near the person of a boy
(8-47)0f rank and fortune. | think it is an argument of your
(8-47)freinds great good sense and judgement that he thinks
(8-47)the knowledge of domestic history essential to his pupil-
(8-47)it isin fact the accomplishment which of all others carries
(8-47)most home to the business and breast of a public man-
(8-47)and the D. of B. can never be regarded as a private
(8-47)one-Besides it hasin asingular degree the tendency
(8-47)to repose mens judgement upon the wild political
(8-47)speculations now current. Any one who will read
(8-47)Clarendon with attention and patience may regard Veluti
(8-47)in speculo the form and pressure of our own timesif you
(8-47)will just place the fanaticism of Atheism and irreligion
(8-47)instead of that of enthusiasm and combine it with the
(8-47)fierce thirst after innovation proper to both ages. Men of
(8-47)very high rank are | have noticed in youth peculiarly
(8-47)accessible to the temptations held [out] by the ingenious



(8-47)arguers upon speculative politics to their inexperience.
(8-47)There is popularity to be obtaind by listening to these
(8-47)lectures-there is dso an idea of generosity and
(8-47)indep[end]ence and public spirit in affecting to hold cheap
(8-47)the privileges which arc peculiarly their own-and there
(8-47)may be in some minds the idea (a very vain one) that the
(8-47)turret may seem higher and mor[e€] distinguishd when
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(8-48)some parts of the building are pulld down that overtop it.
(8-48)1 have no doubt your freind is aware of al this and will
(8-48)take his own time & manner in leading our young freind
(8-48)to draw inferences from history in his own way which may
(8-48)apply to hisown times. | will consider anxious[ly] what
(8-48)your Lordship mentions about a course of Scottish study.
(8-48)We are still but very indifferently provided with Scotch
(8-48)histories of a general description. Lord Hailles annals
(8-48)are the foundation stone and an excellent book though
(8-48)drily written. Pinkerton in two very unreadable 4tos
(8-48)which yet abound in information takes up the thread
(8-48)where Hailes drops it and then you have Robertson down
(8-48)to the union of the Kingdoms. But | would beware of task
(8-48)work which Pinkerton at least must always be and | would
(8-48)relieve him every now and [then] by looking at the pages
(8-48)of old Pitscottie whose events are told with so much
(8-48)naivete and even humour and such individuality as it
(8-48)were that it places the actors and scenes before the reader.
(8-48)The whole history of James Vth & Queen Mary may be
(8-48)read to great advantage in the elegant latin of Ledy
(8-48)Bishop of Ross 1 and collated with the account which his
(8-48)opponent Buchanan in language till more classical gives
(8-48)of the same eventful reigns. Laing is but a bad guide
(8-48)through the seventeenth century yet | hardly know where
(8-48)a combined account of these eventsisto be had so far as
(8-48)Scotland is concernd and still less how we could



(8-48)recommend to the young Duke an account of Scottish
(8-48)jurisprudence that is not too technical. All this 1 will be
(8-48)happy to talk over with your Lordship for that our young
(8-48)freind should possess this information in agenera way is
(8-48)essential to his own comfort and the wellfare of many.
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(8-49)To change this important subject, | had aletter the
(8-49)other day from Lady Anne Barnard (born Lindsay of
(8-49)Balcarras) with amore full account of Auld Robin Gray
(8-49)than | was able to send your Lordship formerly 1 -a most
(8-49)excellent letter it is-one curious part of it isthat her claim
(8-49)to the honour of the authorship was detected by our dear
(8-49)and regretted Lady Douglas. You shall see the letter
(8-49)when you come to Abbotsford.

(8-49)About the land | have no doubt your Lordship is quite
(8-49)right but I have something of what is calld the yeard-
(8-49)hunger.2 | dare say you will get the other lots a bon marche
(8-49)when you wish to have them and to be sure a Ducal
(8-49)Dignity is amonstrous beast for devouring ready cash.
(8-49)I do not fear on the part of Duke Walter those ills which
(8-49)might arise to many from avery great command of ready
(8-49)money which sometimes makes a young man like a horse
(8-49)too full of spirits make too much play at starting and flag
(8-49)afterwards. But | think improvident expenditure will
(8-49)not be his fault though | have no doubt he will have the
(8-49)generous temper of his father & grand father with more
(8-49)means to indulge an expence which has othersfor its
(8-49)object more than mere personal gratification. This|
(8-49)venture to foretell and hope to see the accomplishment
(8-49)of my prophecy-few things will give me more pleasure.

(8-49)My court yard rises but Masons of al men but lovers
(8-49)love to linger ere they depart. Two men are now tapping



(8-49)upon the summit of my gate as gently asif they were laying
(8-49)the foundation stone of a Methodist Meeting House and
(8-49)one plumber sits sparrow like companionless upon the
(8-49)top of aturret which should have been finishd a month
(8-49)since. | must go and as Judge Jefferies used to express
(8-49)it give them alick with the rough side of my tongue which
(8-49)will relieve your Lordship sooner than it might otherwise
(8-49)have been.
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(8-50)Melrose is looking excellently well. | begin to think
(8-50)taking off the old roof would have hurt it at least externally
(8-50)by diminishing its effect on the eye. The lowering the
(8-50)roofs of the aisles has had a most excellent effect. Sir
(8-50)Adam iswell & hisfamily augmented by his Indian
(8-50)brother Mgor Fergusson who has much of the family
(8-50)manner-an excellent importation of course to Tweedside.

(8-50)1 will endeavour to get another packet of shellsfor the
(8-50)excellent Provost. | had no idea that the old business of
(8-50)the oyster was such an utter non suit on all sides-for it is
(8-50)plain if Law had but given both the shellsto [one] and he a
(8-50)conchologist he would have [made] Themis wellcome to
(8-50)the contents of the bi-valve-but one to each ruind both
(8-50)parties.

(8-50)1 am particularly happy at the prospect of seeing the
(8-50)family next month. My respectful love and duty to them
(8-50)all. Believe me My dear Lord Ever yours

(8-50)ABBOTSFORD 17 July [PM. 21 July 1823] W SCOTT

(8-50)Wilkie has got the situation of Kings painter-could not
(8-50)certainly be better bestowd.1



[Buccleuch]

TO RICHARD HEBER

(8-50)MY DEAR HEBER,-My son Charless instructor &
(8-50)friend Mr Williams promises that he will be fit to enter at
(8-50)College next Easter for Residence & that he should for
(8-50)that purpose be put on the books if possible this season.
(8-50)I have made no motion in this matter relying on your kind
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(8-51)assistance but am now under the necessity of jogging your
(8-51)memory awee bit. | wish | could set you ajogging so
(8-51)completely that you would not stop till you had crossd
(8-51)the Borders. Sure it would be more sensible than
(8-51)Reginad jogging away to be a Bishop in partibus infidelium
(8-51)for | fear Calcuttaisllittle better. | wish he had let

(8-51)the Nullifidian 1 Europeans and the pagan Gentoos go to
(8-51)the Devil their own way & stayd with usin Old England.

(8-51)Pray come this season if you can and believe me aways
(8-51)my dear Heber most truly yours

(8-51)WALTER SCOTT

(8-51)ABBOTSFORD MELROSE 17 July [1823]
[Cholmondeley]

TO JOANNA BAILLIE

(8-51)YOUR kind letter 2 my dear friend heaps coals of fire on
(8-51)my head for | should have written to you in common

(8-51)gratitude long since but | waited till | should read through
(8-51)the miscellany with some attention which as | have not
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(8-51)yet done | can scarce say much to the purpose so far as
(8-51)that is concernd. My own production sate in the porch
(8-51)like an evil thing and scared me from proceeding farther
(8-51)than to hurry through your compositions with which |
(8-51)was delighted and one or two others. In my own case
(8-51)I have amost a nervous reluctance to look back on any
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(8-52)recent poetical performance of my own. | almost think
(8-52)with MacBeth

(8-52)1 am afraid to think on what | have done
(8-52)Look on't again | dare not.1

(8-52)But the best of the matter is that your purpose has been
(8-52)so satisfactorily answerd and great reason have you to be
(8-52)proud of your influence with the poem-buyers as well as
(8-52)the poem-makers. By the bye you know your request
(8-52)first set me a hammering on an old tale of the Swintons 2
(8-52)from whom by the mothers side I am descended and
(8-52)the tinkering work | made of [it] warmed the heart

(8-52)of acousin 3in the east Indies a descendant of the renownd
(8-52)Sir Allan who has sent his kindred poet by this fleet not
(8-52)a butt of sack but a pipe of most particular Madeira.
(8-52)You and Miss Agnes shall have a glass of it when you
(8-52)come to Abbotsford for | always consider your last only
(8-52)a payment to accompt : you did not stay half the time
(8-52)you promised. | am going out there on friday and shall
(8-52)see dl my family reunited around me for the first time
(8-52)these many years. They make a very good figure as
(8-52)honest men and bonny lasses. | will make it my first
(8-52)task when | get to Abbotsford to read what you recommend.
(8-52)1 used to think G. K.'s 4 poesy alittle of the heaviest
(8-52)but he is an excellent person in hisway. | read Miss



1823 SIRWALTER SCOTT 53

(8-53)Fanshaws pieces which are quite beautiful. Miss
(8-53)Heman 1 is somewhat too poetical for my taste-too many
(8-53)flowers | mean and too little fruit but that may be the
(8-53)cynical criticism of an elderly gentleman for it is certain
(8-53)that when | was young | read verses of every kind with
(8-53)infinitely more indulgence because with more pleasure
(8-53)than | can now do-the more shame for me now to
(8-53)refuse the complacence which | have had so often to
(8-53)salicit. | am hastening to think prose a better thing than
(8-53)verse and if you have any hopes to convince me of the
(8-53)contrary it must be by writing and publishing another
(8-53)volume of plays, asfast as possible | think they would
(8-53)be most favourably received and beg like Burns to

(8-53)--tell you of mine and Scotlands drouth
(8-53)Your servants humble.2

(8-53)A young friend of mine Lord Leveson Gower 3 has made
(8-53)avery fair attempt to trand ate Goethe's untranslatable
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(8-54)play of Faust or Faustus. He has given also aversion of
(8-54)Schillers very fine poem on casting the bell which | think
(8-54)equals Mr Sotheby nay-privately for tell it not in Epping
(8-54)forest whisper it not in Hampstead, rather excells our
(8-54)excellent friend. | have not compared them minutely
(8-54)however.

(8-54)Asfor Mr Howison 1 such is the worldly name of Polydore
(8-54)I never saw such a change in my life upon a young man.
(8-54)It may be fourteen years or thereabouts since he introduced
(8-54)himself to me by sending me some most excellent verses
(8-54)for ayouth of 17 yearsold. | askd him to Abbotsford



(8-54)and he came-a thin hectic youth with an eye of dark
(8-54)fire a cheek that colourd at the slightest emotion and a
(8-54)mind fraught with feeling of the tender and the beautiful
(8-54)and eager for poetical fame-otherwise of so little
(8-54)acquaintance with the world and the worlds ways that
(8-54)a sucking-turkey might have been histutor. | was rather
(8-54)a bear-like nurse for such a lamb-like charge. We could
(8-54)hardly indeed associate together for | was then eternally
(8-54)restless and he as sedentary. He could neither fish
(8-54)shoot or course-he could not bear the inside of a carriage
(8-54)with the ladies for it made him sick nor the outside with
(8-54)my boys for it made him giddy, he could not walk for
(8-54)it fatigued him nor ride for hefell off. | did al | could
(8-54)to make him happy and it was not till he had caught two
(8-54)colds and one sprain besides risquing hislifein the Tweed
(8-54)that | gave up al attempts to convert him to the things
(8-54)of thisworld. Our acquaintance after this languishd and
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(8-55)at last fell adeep till one day last year | met at Lockharts
(8-55)a thin, consumptive looking man bent double with study
(8-55)and whose eyes seemd to have been extinguishd amost
(8-55)by poring over the midnight lamp though protected by
(8-55)immense green spectacles. | then found my poet had
(8-55)turnd metaphysician and that these spectacles were to
(8-55)assist him in gazing into the millstone of mora philosophy.
(8-55)The poor lad lookd at least twice as old as heredly is and
(8-55)has since publishd a book very small in size but from its
(8-55)extreme abstracted doctrines more difficult to comprehend
(8-55)than any | ever opend in my life.1 Such is his present
(8-55)situation | will take care he has one of my copies. Lockhart
(8-55)who thinks very highly and | believe justly of his
(8-55)genius will take care he hasiit. His father luckily isa
(8-55)man of substance though of low penurious habits | believe
(8-55)s0 that poor Howison is secure of a competent portion of



(8-55)the goods of thisworld. Heisasingular instance of
(8-55)talents hitherto lost to the public but if he gets on the
(8-55)right line he may do something remarkable yet.

(8-55)We saw you will readily suppose agreat deal of Miss
(8-55)Edgeworth 2 and two very nice girls her younger sisters.
(8-55)It is scarce possible to say more of this very remarkable
(8-55)person than that she not only completely answerd but
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(8-56)exceeded the expectations which | had formd yet these
(8-56)were not very moderate. | am particularly pleased with
(8-56)the naivete and good humourd ardour of mind which she
(8-56)unites with such formidable powers of acute observation.
(8-56)In external appearance sheis quite the fairy of our
(8-56)Nursery-tale the Whippity Stourie if you remember such
(8-56)a sprite who came flying in through the window to work
(8-56)all sort of marvels. | will never believe but what she has
(8-56)awand in her pocket and pullsit out to conjure alittle
(8-56)before she begins to write those very striking pictures of
(8-56)manners. | am grieved to say that since they left Edinburgh
(8-56)on atour to the Highlands they have been detaind

(8-56)at Forres by a Erysipelas breaking out on Miss Edgeworths
(8-56)face, they have been twelve days there and are now
(8-56)returning southwards as a letter from Harriet informs me.
(8-56)! hope soon to have them here where We will take good
(8-56)care of them, and the invalid in particular.

(8-56)What would | give to have Miss Agnes and you to meet
(8-56)them and what canty cracks we would set up about the
(8-56)days of langsyne. The increasing powers of Steam which
(8-56)like you I look on "half proud half sad half angry and
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(8-57)haf pleased" in doing so much for the commercia world
(8-57)promise something a so for the sociable, and like Prince
(8-57)(8-57)Hosseins tapestry will | think one day waft friends together
(8-57)in the course of afew hours and for aught we may be able
(8-57)(8-57)to [tell] bring Hampstead and Abbotsford within the
(8-57)distance of "will you dine with us quietly to-morrow."
(8-57)1 wish | could advance this happy abridgement of time
(8-57)and space so as to make it serve my present wishes. |
(8-57)have for the first time these several years my whole family
(8-57)united around me excepting Lockhart who iswith his
(8-57)yeomanry but joins us tomorrow. Walter is returnd a
(8-57)fine steady soldier like young man from his abode on the
(8-57)continent and little Charles with his friend Surtees are
(8-57)come from Wales so that we draw together from distant
(8-57)quarters. When you add Sophias baby | assure you my
(8-57)wifeand | look very patriarchal.- The misfortuneis all
(8-57)this must be soon over for Walter is admitted one of the
(8-57)higher class of students at the Military College and must
(8-57)join against the first of August. | have some chance |
(8-57)think when he has had a years study of getting him upon
(8-57)the Staff in the lonian Ilands which | should gregtly
(8-57)prefer to hislounging about villages in horse-quarters. He
(8-57)has a strong mathematical turn which promises to be of
(8-57)servicein his profession. Little Charlesis getting steadily
(8-57)on with hislearning to what use heisto turnit | scarce
(8-57)know yet.

(8-57)1 am very sorry indeed that the Doctor is complaining,
(8-57)he whose life has been one course of administering help
(8-57)and comfort to others should not one would think suffer
(8-57)himself. But such are the terms on which we hold our
(8-57)qifts, however valuable to others they are sometimes less
(8-57)availing to ourselves. | sincerely hope this will find him
(8-57)better and Mrs Baillie easier in proportion. When | was
(8-57)subject alittle to sore throats | cured myself of that
(8-57)tendency by spunging my throat breast and shoulders



(8-57)every morning with the coldest water | could get but this
(8-57)is rather a horse-remedy though | till keep up the
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(8-58)practice. All here-that is wives maidens and bachelors
(8-58)bluff not forgetting little John Hugh or as he is popularly
(8-58)stile[d] Hugh Littlejohn send loving remembrances to
(8-58)you and Miss Agnes. Ever Dear Mrs Joanna most truly
(8-58)yours WALTER SCOTT

(8-58)ABBOTSFORD 18 July [1823]

[Royal College of Surgeons, London]

TO THOMAS SHORTREED, WRITER, JEDBURGH

[Extract]

(8-58)MY DEAR TOM,- ... | haveto thank you most sincerely
(8-58)for your exertions in favour of my maternal ancestry. My
(8-58)Mother used to say her father represented one of the
(8-58)seven or nine sons (I forget which) of the cock of Hunthill
(8-58)Chief of the Rutherfords of days of yore, and the locality
(8-58)of Grundesnook seems to give some countenance to this
(8-58)family tradition. My cousin Robert Rutherford 1 says his
(8-58)father aways told him the same, and | have heard my
(8-58)aunts make other additions to which | give little weight.
(8-58)1 should be delighted to number in my ancestry the
(8-58)provost of the valiant burgh and would to heaven our
(8-58)researches may land on no worse coast.

(8-58)Mr. Bell has very handsomely offered me inspection of
(8-58)the old titles of Hunthill and Robert Rutherford as the

(8-58)party principally concerned and a professional man has
(8-58)undertaken the scrutiny. ... | am aways Dear Tom



(8-58)Sincerely yours WALTER SCOTT

(8-58)ABBOTSFORD 23d July [1823]

[Abbotsford Copies|

1823 SIRWALTER SCOTT 59

TO MRS. HUGHES

(8-59)MY DEAR MRS. HUGHES,-Your son's most obliging
(8-59)present of two Nos. of the Provence Views 1 have reached
(8-59)me yesterday under Mr. Freling's care and | need not
(8-59)say are extremely acceptable. Make my best thanks
(8-59)acceptable to the ingenious young artist whose dexterity
(8-59)at illustrating the agreeable narrative which he has given
(8-59)us shows his skill as a draughtsman equals his powers of
(8-59)composition. | trust he will one day take alook of our
(8-59)highland hills.

(8-59)We were much disappointed in the interruption experienced
(8-59)by you in your proposed Northern tour but in

(8-59)the state of Dr. Hughes's health you could not have
(8-59)reaped the expected pleasure-it is a sort of comfort that
(8-59)the wesather has been infamous-too bad almost for
(8-59)Scotland-rain without ceasing & no possibility of seeing
(8-59)with any pleasure out of doors sightsin a country where
(8-59)there is so little within doors.

(8-59)1 was much entertaind with your account of the Lions
(8-59)of Leamington. The learnd Doctor Parr is certainly one
(8-59)of thefirst order.2 | saw him to my astonishment in the
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(8-60)streets of Edinburgh at atime when they are deserted



(8-60)by al but tradesfolks and tourists but when some
(8-60)accidental business obliged me to come to town. | heard a
(8-60)prodigious talking and looking out saw the Doctor much
(8-60)like aturtle erect on his hinder clawsin full canonicals
(8-60)and surrounded by a sort of halo of satellites male and
(8-60)female to whom he was laying down the law asif the whole
(8-60)town had been histown. After all it is very difficult to be
(8-60)alion in good society if you happen to be at the same time
(8-60)a beast of moderate bearing and of common sense. The
(8-60)part played by the Lion in the Spectator who fought on
(8-60)the stage with Nicolini is much easier. If you do not
(8-60)make some play you are set down either for asulky or a
(8-60)paltry animal-and if you do there is generally something
(8-60)very absurd in it. For my part who am sometimes called
(8-60)on to be alion | always form myself on the model of that
(8-60)noble animal who was so unnecessarily disturbed by the
(8-60)Knight of the woeful countenance. He rose up turned
(8-60)himsalf round in his caravan shewed himself front and
(8-60)rear then licked his mustachios with ayard of tongue
(8-60)yawned most formidably and then lay down in peace.
(8-60)Pray tell your son to practice thisin time against his claws
(8-60)and mane attain the due of notoriety. | have anotion
(8-60)they will grow rapidly.

(8-60)Adieu my dear Madam.1 Give Dr. Hughes my best
(8-60)compliments with kindest wishes for his convalescence.
(8-60)His malady is unpleasant but better an enemy who shows
(8-60)himsalf than internal malady. | am always Dear Mrs.
(8-60)Hughes yours with much respect 2 WAITER SCOTT
(8-60)ABBOTSFORD 26 July [1823].

[Heffer and Wells)
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TO CHARLES KIRKPATRICK SHARPE

(8-61)MY DEAR CHARLES,-Even your most acceptable
(8-61)present did not for some time put the sulks out of my
(8-61)heart. | reckond as surely on the thing as Falstaff on
(8-61)histwo & twenty yards of sattin.1 But transeat quoth John
(8-61)cum ceteris erroribus. | greatly approve your plan of
(8-61)Frendraught and wish you would inquire into the truth
(8-61)of an anecdote which | had from alady in Aberdeenshire
(8-61)vizt new house being erected on the site of the old castle
(8-61)near it a puzzle arose how to get water-the old ballad
(8-61)& the mention of the "deep drawwell" was recollected
(8-61)the well was sought for & discoverd and in clearing out
(8-61)the same the fatal keys were found. | wonder what is
(8-61)the history of the modern ballad. It is very pretty as
(8-61)you purpose (and | am heartily glad on't) to continue
(8-61)your Minstrelsy. | send you a bone to pick to wit the
(8-61)collection of an old Lady's complete set of ballads written
(8-61)in her own beautiful orthography & caligraphy. | have
(8-61)no doubt that among many common things there are
(8-61)some rare or perhaps unique but before they reachd my
(8-61)hand the rage of ballad hunting had coold and | now
(8-61)turn them over to your superior industry. From analysis
(8-61)which I have made you will find there are ten songs which
(8-61)have not been published I got the manuscript from Skene
(8-61)who can give complete information concerning the old
(8-61)lady by whom it was written. It is quite possible to put
(8-61)them to rights as | have ascertaind by repeated experience.
(8-61)Skene had made a transcript of some of these ditties of
(8-61)which | inclose a part. If you carry on your collection
(8-61)as| trust you will | can give sundry unpublished ditties
(8-61)for example The tod's foray beginning

(8-61)Oh! quo the Tod tisa braw licht nicht etc.2
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(8-62)Thisis base rainy weather, one day always following
(8-62)worse than its [predecessor] & within are four idle boys
(8-62)and twice four busy carpenters the idleness of the former
(8-62)decidedly the more noisy than the industry of the others,
(8-62)1 hope we will get al our matters so quiet in aweek or two
(8-62)that we may claim with a good conscience your kind
(8-62)promise to spend some time with us.

(8-62)A thousand thanks for your kind dedication which |
(8-62)prize as | ought to do. Always dear Chas. Most truly yours

(8-62)27 July 1823 ABBOTSFD. Sunday W. SCOTT

(8-62)1 have just received yours and at the same time the
(8-62)inclosd 1 from Lady Gwidir which shows that thereis no
(8-62)bam in Gilead

(8-62)" Now & is done that man can do
(8-62)And a isdonein vain."

(8-62)I like Lady G's alertness however & will not fail to hint
(8-62)that if unsuccessful on this occasion she may on afuture
(8-62)occasion extend her pretty arm

(8-62)put in her thumb
(8-62)And pull out a plum.

(8-62)Of course you have nothing to do with my hints.
[Hornel]

TO HENRY RAEBURN 2
(8-62)DEAR SIR,-Considering the great loss which you have

(8-62)s0 lately sustaind in the person of my late admired and
(8-62)excellent friend Sir Henry | feel reluctance to intrude



(8-62)upon you personally concerning a matter in which I am
(8-62)but indirectly interested but which | wish to place before
(8-62)you in dl itsrelations.
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(8-63)Lord Montagu had the goodness to ask me to sit to
(8-63)Sir Henry for a portrait intended for himself and at the
(8-63)same [time] my good and regretted friend claimd an
(8-63)old promise that | would sit for a picture for himself. |
(8-63)had pleasure in complying with both requests and both
(8-63)pictures went on at the same time Sir Henry sometimes
(8-63)working on one sometimes on the other. After we
(8-63)returnd from Fife | had one long sitting which | meant
(8-63)indeed chiefly for Lord Montagus picture as | wishd it
(8-63)to be finishd against he came down but your father said
(8-63)in his goodnatured way that he would look after his own
(8-63)interest first and finishd accordingly the head which he
(8-63)meant to keep for himself and only touchd the drapery
(8-63)of that intended for Lord Montagu which is therefore | eft
(8-63)in an unfinishd state.

(8-63)Thisis the whole story. Lord Montagu is very desirous
(8-63)to have the finishd picture for who isto pretend to touch
(8-63)that which isleft less perfect. But the finishd picture as |
(8-63)have acquainted his Lordship is certainly the property of
(8-63)Sir Henrys family and it must be for them to determine
(8-63)what isto be done in the matter. Undoubtedly if the
(8-63)pictureisto be sold Lord Montagu should seem to have a
(8-63)right to the refusal of it and he seems very anxious on the
(8-63)subject. Of course it will be for Sir Henry's family to
(8-63)decide in this matter. Lord Montagu will be at Dalkeith
(8-63)in avery few days and | believe would feel much obliged
(8-63)if he could be accomodated in this matter.1

(8-63)1 very little thought when | last shook your father by



(8-63)the hand and talked of our next merry meeting that he
(8-63)was never to finish the portrait we were then looking at.
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(8-64)You will see how | am situated and excuse this
(8-64)untimely trouble on the part of Sir Your most obedient
(8-64)Servant WALTER SCOTT

(8-64)ABBOTSFORD MELROSE 28 July [1823]

[Owen D. Young]

TO LORD MONTAGU

(8-64)MY DEAR LORD,-My wife and daughter were coming
(8-64)to wait on the Bowhill Ladies today but as singeth the
(8-64)Clown in 12th Night

(8-64)With a heigh ho the wind and the rain
(8-64)For therain it raineth every day.

(8-64)We hope to have the honor of seeing you all tomorrow
(8-64)when Heaven send us afair blink.

(8-64)When your ancestor King Jemmy borrow[d] the geese,
(8-64)poultry, turkeys and so forth of the Laird of Dundas he
(8-64)invited the Laird to come & take part of his" ain gude
(8-64)cheer " and acting after that royal example | will make a
(8-64)poor face and beg a brace or two of moorfow! which |
(8-64)hope the young shooters have made [a] more plentiful
(8-64)commaodity at Bowhill than it is with us my fowler having
(8-64)only pickd up one brace on my bare little moor. | want
(8-64)Walter and hislong legs sadly.

(8-64)All herejoin in kindest & most respectful Compliments



(8-64)& | am ever My dear Lord Yours most truly

(8-64)ABBOTSFORD Saturday [docketed Augt. 1823] W SCOTT

[Buccleuch]

TOWILLIAM STEWART ROSE

[Extract]

(8-64)ABBOTSFORD, Sunday Morning [August 1823]

(8-64)MY DEAR ROSE,-Yours brings the joyous news of your
(8-64)safe arrival in the Land of Cakes. Your chamber hereis
(8-64)inviolate, come who may; you have escaped the quintessence
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(8-65)of bores in the best-humoured of all Irishmen and
(8-65)the dullest of created beings. | never found your
(8-65)apophthegm more true, that a Bore must have something
(8-65)estimable about him, for, if it had not been for his extreme
(8-65)humility and good-nature, 1 was on the eve of instituting
(8-65)family prayers, for the purpose of expatiating on Sir
(8-65)Walter Riddell's text- "Remove thy foot from thy
(8-65)neighbour's house, lest he grow weary of thee and so hate
(8-65)thee."1 The great Hogg found hislair at Abbotsford on
(8-65)Friday, Lockhart bringing him here like apig in a string,
(8-65)for which the lady of the mansion sent him little thanks,
(8-65)she not thinking the hog's pearls (qu. Perils) 2 an apology
(8-65)for hisfreedoms. | am to be from home on Friday and
(8-65)Saturday next. . . . But you know that if your shooting
(8-65)arrangements, or any others, include these days, at
(8-65)Abbotsford you have the ladies and L ockhart to make
(8-65)much of you, so come as soon as you can. About the
(8-65)25th, | go for two days to Drumlanrig. As for food, we



(8-65)must take what the gods send us, but thereisaturtle
(8-65)come hither-

(8-65)" And if we could but get it dressed,
(8-65)Which will be right uneasy,

(8-65)I would lay baith my legsin pawn,
(8-65)We'll have afeast to please ye."

(8-65)1 wish Lord and Lady Minto and Lady Anna Maria
(8-65)would come over and assist at ridding of this nuisance.
(8-65)The arrival has shaken Lady Scott's nerves excessively,
(8-65)for first the brute must be killed, which shocks her
(8-65)humanity, and secondly it must be dressed, which | foresee
(8-65)isto prove embarrassing to her culinary associate.-Yours

(8-65)ever, WALTER SCOTT
[Abbotsford Copies|
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TO CHARLES KIRKPATRICK SHARPE

(8-66)MY DEAR CHARLES,-I thank you ten thousand times
(8-66)for your beautiful drawing 1 in which nothing but your
(8-66)own wicked wit could see anything ludicrous. | will get
(8-66)it engraved by Lizars for Auld Robin who shall come forth
(8-66)in proper dtile.

(8-66)Your gracious acceptance of Roger North 2 which ought
(8-66)by the way to have the Lives of histwo other Brothers the
(8-66)High Sheriff of London & the Doctor who after living a
(8-66)grave and ascetic life during his youth read bawdy books
(8-66)in his old age to get the better of a paralytic affection-
(8-66)(the sentence grows long taild) | say your kind acceptance
(8-66)of the Life of the Lord Keeper emboldens me to send you
(8-66)two or three trifles of no value in themselves but useless to
(8-66)me as duplicates.



(8-66)Thereisalife of McBane 3 without the plates. | have a
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(8-67)copy with them | will bring to town should you wish to
(8-67)copy out the first which presents the author in his

(8-67)fighting gear
(8-67)Broad sword and target.

(8-67)Another is rather a curious tract upon Lycanthropie 1 and
(8-67)athird some of Patrick Walker's lives which you probably
(8-67)have. | trust you will find Porto Bello more pleasant
(8-67)than you anticipate and heartily wish your hearth rug
(8-67)had the properties of Prince Hassan's tapestry that you
(8-67)might according as your humour dictated

(8-67)Be here with ahoop
(8-67)And be gone with ahallo

(8-67)Thiswill perhaps be for some time in Princes Street but all
(8-67)that belongs to it will keep cold Yourstruly &
(8-67)affectionately WALTER SCOTT

(8-67)ABBOTSFORD 1st August [1823]

(8-67)Walter is come from sketching in Kent black as the devil
(8-67)except alarge pair of light grey eyes.

[Hornel]

TO SAMUEL WARREN, 4 CITY ROAD 2

(8-67)SIR,-1 am favoured with your letter of 26th which
(8-67)some business prevented my sooner replying to. | am
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(8-68)not the author of those Novels which the world chuses to
(8-68)ascribe to me and am therefore unworthy of the praises
(8-68)due to that individual whoever he may prove to be. It
(8-68)is needless therefore to add that | cannot be useful to you
(8-68)in the way you propose. Indeed if you will take my
(8-68)advice you will take no other person's judgment or
(8-68)countenance on the project of publishing which you
(8-68)entertain than that of an intelligent bookseller who isin a
(8-68)good line in the trade. Although no great readers nor
(8-68)pretending to particular taste these gentlemen whose
(8-68)profession it is to cater for the public acquire much more
(8-68)accurate knowledge of what will give satisfaction to the
(8-68)general reader than can be obtained by a man of letters
(8-68)in his closet. They have aso ready access to good judges
(8-68)and their own interest peremptorily commands them to
(8-68)give as much encouragement as possible to genius or any
(8-68)thing approaching it.

(8-68)Excuse these hints from one who has had some
(8-68)experience and believe me Sir Your most obedt servant,

(8-68)ABBOTSFORD 3 August [1823] WALTER SCOTT

[Blackwood Copy]

TO LORD MONTAGU, DALKEITH HOUSE, EDINBURGH

(8-68)MY DEAR LORD,-The inclosed 1 will show that my
(8-68)attempts to procure for your Lordship the mor[e€] finishd
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(8-69)portrait (or that which | thought most finishd) have been



(8-69)ineffectual and I cannot well resist the grounds on which
(8-69)Mr. Raeburn pleads his wish to keep his fathers very
(8-69)last production. It will be alesson to me on the subject
(8-69)of procrastination so long as| live. Mr. Syme was used
(8-69)to finish the draping of Raeburns portraits but your

(8-69)L ordship will be best judge whether he should be permitted
(8-69)to touch yours. You can see the picture by looking
(8-69)in at 32 York-place.

(8-69)1 am anxious to hear when your Lordship & freinds
(8-69)come this way. Harden the Liddesdal[e] Keeper has
(8-69)sent me a Dandie Dinmont terrier areal pepper which
(8-69)I take as a piece of great attention. Always most truly and
(8-69)faithfully Your Lordships WALTER SCOTT

(8-69)ABBOTSFORD 4th Augt. [PM. 1823

[Buccleuch]

TO HENRY RAEBURN

(8-69)SIR,-1 am obliged with your letter which | have
(8-69)transmitted to my Lord Montagu who | dare say will be
(8-69)as much satisfied with the contentsas | am since | am
(8-69)convinced his Lordship did not wish to deprive you of a
(8-69)picture which you valued but only to have some
(8-69)preference in case it had been to be disposed of .

(8-69)Mr. Syme asked my permission to copy the picture
(8-69)which I did not feel myself at liberty either to give or
(8-69)refuse but if you should feel any delicacy on the subject
(8-69)1 beg you will just do what you think would have been
(8-69)most agreeable to your excellent father. | am Sir very
(8-69)much Your obedt Sert WALTER SCOTT

(8-69)ABBOTSFORD 5 Augt [1823]



[Owen D. Young]
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TO LORD MONTAGU, DALKEITH HOUSE

(8-70)0MY DEAR LORD,-I had your favour yesterday just after
(8-70)1 forwarded young Raeburns letter. | hope the difference
(8-70)between the pictures may be less than | apprehended as |
(8-70)understand poor Sir Henry wrought on yours after | saw
(8-70)it. We will certainly be at home here from the 11th to
(8-70)the 18th and happy to see as much of your Lordship as
(8-70)your mor[€e] weighty engagements will permit. We are
(8-70)dislodging the work-people as the French did the Spaniards
(8-70)at Saragossa beating them that [is] from room to room.
(8-70)1 am very desirous to have your Lordships opinion on this
(8-70)dream of a house for such isits best description Always (in
(8-70)haste) most truly yours W SCOTT

(8-70)ABBOTSFORD 5 August [1823]

(8-70)The Knight of Gattonside is bound for the highlands
[Buccleuch]

TO ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE

(8-70)MY DEAR SIR,-I will be happy to communicate with
(8-70)you on the subject you mention so important to us all.1
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(8-71)1 have a complete state of these affairs made up at
(8-71)Whitsunday and have knowlege aso of what has been done
(8-71)in the way of reduction or addition since that time. | am
(8-71)therefore quite prepared to receive your opinion and the



(8-71)advice your experience may enable you to afford. Had
(8-71)matters continued in their usual train the reduction would
(8-71)have been greater as you see it is very considerable. |
(8-71)will be glad either to hear from or to see you on these
(8-71)subject[s] and am always very truly yours

(8-71)ABBOTSFORD 10 Augt. [PM. 1823] W SCOTT
(8-71)We expect some Highland game which | begd Mr. Scrope
(8-71)to address to your House hoping your clerk would forward
(8-71)it by the Blucher or Carlisle mail coach according to the

(8-71)time of the arrival. | sent M[r.] Napiers proof on tuesday

(8-71)private

[Stevenson|
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TO JOHN ADOLPHUS

ABBOTSFORD, August 14th [1823]

(8-72)MY DEAR SIR,-I have received your very acceptable
(8-72)favour, and will be particularly happy to have the
(8-72)pleasure of seeing you, according to your kind proposal
(8-72)of being with us on the 24th or 25th current.

(8-72)Here shall you see
(8-72)No enemy ;
(8-72)But winter and foul weather.

(8-72)The walls, however, are thick, and we will be merry
(8-72)within, though the storm seems determined to make the

(8-72)welkin split without doors. Yours very truly,

(8-72)WALTER SCOTT



[Doig Wilson and Whestley]

TOLIEUT. WALTER SCOTT, 15 HUSSARS, R.M. COLLEGE,
BAGSHOT,SURREY

(8-72MY DEAR WALTER,-We are very anxious about these
(8-72)repeated visits of the ague and think them much owing
(8-72)to your own thoughtlessness who are apt to forget that
(8-72)the ague is not like afever which is beat out of the field
(8-72)after a pitchd battle with the Doctor but rather maintains
(8-72)a guerilla warfare which unless managed with circumspection
(8-72)may last many years and embitter your life as

(8-72)well as interfere with your professional duties. | intreat
(8-72)and request you as you value our happiness to pay serious
(8-72)attention to the mode of treatment which may be recommended
(8-72)and to follow it implicitly untill your hedlthis

(8-72)fairly re-establishd. You will otherwise give Mama and
(8-72)me great distress and do much to injure the excellent
(8-72)constitution with which God has blessd you.

(8-72)I inclose a cheque on Couttsfor 50 to replace your
(8-72)draught on your agent and to pay for your instruments.
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(8-73)Be a good husband of it for my poor brothers family are
(8-73)like to cost me more money than | can comfortably afford.
(8-73)But with steadiness and attention we shall do very
(8-73)well.

(8-73)About your horse | am still uncertain. He is very useful
(8-73)& suits you but scarce so handsome as to draw what
(8-73)you aim at. | therefor[e] think it better to keep than to
(8-73)sall him for you will not probably get your price for him
(8-73)-he suitsyou & is up to your weight and it may cost you
(8-73)much to get one that will do so. | have applied to Sir



(8-73)Alexr. Don hoping his grooms may know of a steady
(8-73)fellow to ride him up to Sandhurst & though it should
(8-73)cost 12or 141 am afraid that alarge sum will hardly
(8-73)balance the salling and buying a new charger. | will
(8-73)however act by the advice of the knowing ones and do as
(8-73)1 shall be advised is most expedient.

(8-73)I redlly beg you will write often especially while you
(8-73)fedl any tendency to relapse. You may be aware how
(8-73)natural it isfor usto ascribe your silence to illness and
(8-73)how easily you may prevent anxious moments by writing
(8-73)to me or other[s] of the family once aweek. | am particularly
(8-73)anxious to hear about your studies & the disposal

(8-73)of your time at the College-how you like it-how you
(8-73)are establishd in Lodgings and all these trifling
(8-73)particulars which are interesting to us when we are absent
(8-73)from those that are dear to us.

(8-73)When you go to town do not omit the Duke of Yorkes
(8-73)levee. His R.H. has been uniformly kind to you and
(8-73)attended to every application in your behalf and gratitude
(8-73)as well as propriety dictate your paying every proper degree
(8-73)of attention. Young men are apt to give offence unintentionally
(8-73)merely from shyness and a natural reluctance

(8-73)to put themsealves forwards. But shynessis not only silly
(8-73)but actually impertinent when good manners and gratitude
(8-73)dictate your taking steps to shew yourself sensible of
(8-73)benefits received.

(8-73)If you present the inclosed in person at Coutts | am
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(8-74)sure my friend Sir Edmund Antrobus 1 or Sir Coultts

(8-74)Trotter will be happy to shake you by the hand. When
(8-74)the Duke of Wellington comesto London | will send you



(8-74)a letter to him of introduction.

(8-74)We expect al the Buccleuch family tomorrow and |
(8-74)regret you are not here to help us to entertain them.
(8-74)Charles & Mr. Surtees leave us soon so we shall be quite
(8-74)(8-74)lonely in comparaison to what we have been this summer.
(8-74)But so long as you are all well and improving we must be
(8-74)content to be deprived of your society for such isthe
(8-74)habit of Scotland where the sons and the black cattle are
(8-74)always sent abroad.

(8-74)1 need scarce say how anxious | am that you should
(8-74)make [the] most of your time at the College. The opportunity
(8-74)of attending there has been obtaind at the expence of
(8-74)some trouble perhaps of someill will and were it neglected
(8-74)would throw some ridicule upon us for the anxiety with
(8-74)which we thought of & pursued it. But this| am not
(8-74)afraid of as | was pleased to observe that you gave yourself
(8-74)with earnestness to your mathematical studies when with
(8-74)us. Do not neglect your french and german but read
(8-74)frequently in both besides embracing the opportunities
(8-74)which | presume the college affords to perfect yourself
(8-74)in these important requisites for your profession.

(8-74)Anne writes afew lines and al the rest send a hundred
(8-74)loving compliments. | am always your affectionate father

(8-74)ABBOTSFORD 16 August [PM. 1823]  WALTER SCOTT

(8-74)1 have just received this letter and send you the inclosed
(8-74)Ostensible 2 to Sir George Murray who is aware how far
(8-74)1 was from wishing to sacrifice your years residence at
(8-74)Sandhurst to your going on full pay. If it could be
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(8-75)arranged by your going into another regiment instead of
(8-75)the 15th | should have no great objection as | foresee
(8-75)inconveniences to you in that regiment hereafter. Sir
(8-75)George Murray or Sir Herbert Taylor will advise you
(8-75)about this. When you go to London pray call on poor
(8-75)Colonel Stanhope.

[Law]

TO LIEUTENANT WALTER SCOTT, 15 HUSSARS

(8-75)MY DEAR WALTER,-I have just received your |etter
(8-75)enquiring whether 1 had come on your part under any
(8-75)engagement with the Commanding Officer of the 15th
(8-75)Hussars respecting your giving up your attendance on
(8-75)Sandhurst College in consegquence of your entering that
(8-75)regiment. | have to reply that | had no communication
(8-75)with the Commanding Officer of the 15th or any other
(8-75)person either for the above or any other purpose the exchange
(8-75)having been conducted by the Agentsin the usua form.

(8-75)Indeed | must add that so far from being willing to
(8-75)renounce on your part the advantages of the Royal
(8-75)Military College | made enquiry previous to the Exchange
(8-75)whether the promotion to full pay would be likely to
(8-75)interfere with that arrangement as though | am fully
(8-75)sensible of the great advantages of your joining so
(8-75)distinguishd a corps as the 15th you must yourself be aware
(8-75)it has been aways my great anxiety that you should have
(8-75)an opportunity of studying the scientific department of
(8-75)your profession.

(8-75)1 regret deeply that you should have been placed in a
(8-75)situation opposed in any respect to the wishes of those to
(8-75)whom you owe the highest deference but the collision
(8-75)which has occasiond it being totally unexpected on my



(8-75)part | had not the means of avoiding it.

(8-75)All here send love. | am always Dear Walter Your
(8-75)affectionate father WALTER SCOTT

(8-75)ABBOTSFORD MELROSE 17th Augt. [1823]

[Law]
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TO ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE

(8-76)DEAR SIR,-I am very sorry at the disappointment of
(8-76)today still more at the cause 1 -1 hope Mrs. Constables
(8-76)health will be soon reestablishd. There is much may be
(8-76)better said than written upon our matters not that the
(8-76)essential part cannot be as well expressd on paper but
(8-76)a personal interview between friends leads them more
(8-76)perfectly to understand the tone of feeling upon which
(8-76)their resolution rests. The first question | should candidly
(8-76)have asked you was whether the cause of your present
(8-76)correspondence arose merely out of the extent of those
(8-76)pecuniary transactions which | am as desirous as you to
(8-76)abridge or whether the deficiency of the sale of Q.D. has
(8-76)diminishd your genera confidence in this sort of literature
(8-76)and inclined you to restrict on al points our hitherto very
(8-76)extensive concerns. Do not suppose me selfish enough to
(8-76)be vexd or angry if the latter should be the case and pray
(8-76)be candid and speak it out at once. | cannot expect
(8-76)and do not wish you to bestow the capital your skill &
(8-76)industry has acquired upon that which does not promise
(8-76)profit-nor do | think that because our former intercourse
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(8-77)has been lucrative | have acquired or would wish to
(8-77)exercise any right to put my hand into your pocket deeper
(8-77)than you desire. You observe that very different arrangements
(8-77)must be thought upon in these two different cases.

(8-77)1 will not deny that | sincerely wish that your |etters may
(8-77)bear the full meaning of your present correspondence
(8-77)because though | should not be surprized yet | should be
(8-77)sorry that there was a deeper cause lurking in your mind
(8-77)than that which you have assigned.

(8-77)On the subject of the accomodations supposing that
(8-77)the only subject of discussion between us | would have
(8-77)shewn you my own calculations for reducing them the
(8-77)operation of which have been only postponed by the delay
(8-77)of publishing this new affair adelay which shall cease
(8-77)immediatly as | have finishd Mr. Napiers article 1 which
(8-77)proved atougher piece of work than | expected.

(8-77)When that affair is publishd say in the end of October
(8-77)1 will have 4000 of hillsinstantly and if you incline to
(8-77)contract for another work as hitherto | shall have between
(8-77) 7000.and  8000. Out of thissum | have no occasion
(8-77)whatever for more than about 1200 which | wishto
(8-77)pay an old debt with but even thisis not pressing. The
(8-77)application of  6500,, of these receipts to the floating
(8-77)balance would bring down the accomodationsto ~ 12000,,
(8-77)and | could easily reduce it within the space of the next
(8-77)threemonthsto 8000 or 10,000 the sum mentiond
(8-77)in your letter. You mentiond to me that an accomodation
(8-77)of  5000,, could be had & such might be used in
(8-77)whole or in part to turn into cash the long dated bills which
(8-77)1 mentiond as accruing to me upon [the] publication of
(8-77)St. Ronans. | have no debts here of the least annoyance
(8-77)my land being amost all paid for. My house is also so
(8-77)far cleard as| havepaid 4000 to account. And my
(8-77)persond income free of interests etc is amply sufficient



(8-77)for my expences besides which most of my land islet
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(8-78)or will be let next Whitsunday. If you had been here
(8-78)1 should have had no reluctance to confide to you the
(8-78)most minute particulars of my own affairs & show you
(8-78)that with moderate deductions for certain purposes |
(8-78)propose that the whole produce of my literary labour shall
(8-78)go to extinguish those accomodations which have accumulated
(8-78)far beyond my wish. If you think these explanations
(8-78)& this plan of proceeding satisfactory you will let me
(8-78)know. If the grounds of the anxiety you have expressd
(8-78)be deeper | shal be no less desirous to know them and |
(8-78)intreat you for the sake of all concernd to be explicit on
(8-78)the subject and to rely that whatever future courses we
(8-78)may either of us think of adopting my efforts to fulfill &l
(8-78)existing engagements will be as zealous as ever. | am
(8-78)in haste to save post Dear Constable Very truly yours

(8-78)ABBOTSFORD 21 Augt. [PM. 1823]  WALTER SCOTT

(8-78)I thought it better to write thus explicitly without delay
(8-78)-it is putting something off both our minds. When Mrs.
(8-78)Constables health will permit we will be happy to see you
(8-78)here to talk affairs more fully over. You are quite at
(8-78)liberty to show thisto Mr. Caddel. | should be sorry he
(8-78)thought | was acting unwisely in my own affairs or
(8-78)unfairly in yours. In saying | receive 4000 | count only on
(8-78)making about 2200 or 2300, effectua because there are
(8-78)expences of print & paper to repay out of the gross sum.

[Stevenson|

TO CONSTABLE AND CO.



(8-78)GENTLEMEN,-I am duly favourd with your letter 1 and
(8-78)adverting to the statement you there make | quite agree
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(8-79)with you in the propriety of abridging these transactions
(8-79)which are founded on accomodation. With this purpose
(8-79)1 have adopted and maintaind a system of retrenchment
(8-79)which hasreduced 6000 since April last as will appear
(8-79)from your books. | propose to have this present work
(8-79)out of hand by the end of October and propose you
(8-79)should then contract for another on the same terms the
(8-79)money to be applied to retire the same value of accomodation
(8-79)hills. I shall have at the same time the command of
(8-79)about 4000 long dated bills which may go to the same
(8-79)purpose so far as they can be discounted & betwixt these
(8-79)two resources | imagine there will be little difficulty in
(8-79)clearing of [f] 6000 or thereabouts at Martinmas and such
(8-79)being the case the sum will be brought downto 12000
(8-79)and | have little doubt of bringing it entirely within your
(8-79)hands (indeed very much within them) by Whitsunday. |
(8-79)look forward to this without the least doubt or shadow of
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(8-80)anxiety. Only if Mr. Constables experience and knowlege
(8-80)of these matters can suggest any mode of turning

(8-80)over 4000 or 5000 till about Whitsunday it would save
(8-80)expence and even the possibility of inconvenience.

(8-80)1 mentiond to Mr. Constable in a private letter that |
(8-80)might need about 1200 or 1400 to pay off some of the
(8-80)very little persona debts which remain due by me but
(8-80)should this seem to impede the operation of our scheme of
(8-80)retrenchment too much | can let it lie over.



(8-80)1 hope we understand each other perfectly and amin
(8-80)haste Gentlemen Your obedt. Servant

(8-80)WALTER SCOTT

(8-80)ABBOTSFORD 23 August 1823

[Stevenson|

TO JAMESBALLANTYNE

[August 1823]

(8-80)DEAR JAMES,-I have your letter with all the inclosures
(8-80)and am obliged by your attention to all my commissions.
(8-80)I send you the proofs and a reasonable lot of copy & will
(8-80)keep forward.

(8-80)1 hope you will take care of your health. A ticklish
(8-80)stomach isill united with a naturally good appetite and
(8-80)a sedentary disposition not to mention a natural love of
(8-80)society when one can add to its amusements and happiness.
(8-80)I think there is nothing for you so good as temperance
(8-80)even to abstemiousness for alittle while for | do not
(8-80)think it isright [to] practiseit long. Thiswould suit
(8-80)you I think with exercise and the privation | believeis
(8-80)not great after the few first days.

(8-80)1 am much obliged by Caddells letter which | take
(8-80)most kind & friendly and beg you will say so to him. But
(8-80)1 am sure it will appear when | have the Accots. | have
(8-80)so long wishd that the engagements in which the business
(8-80)stands on my accompt are greatly diminishd since
(8-80)Whitsunday. | have not the means of exact calculation but
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(8-81)I think from memory the inputs 1 on my account will
(8-81)stand nearly thus-

(8-81)Two engagementssay 3000 each are- -
(8-81)The various prices for your sheets printing &c

6000

(8-81)cannot be less than on two copies- - 3000

(8-81)Printing office Bills have been perhaps- - 3000

12000
(8-81)
(8-81)Out of thissum | took on bills at
(8-81)Marts. ----- 1500,
(8-81)To pay Erske. & Curl - - - 350,,
(8-81)In various sums by you say - - 500
(8-81)Acceptance to be discounted at
(8-81)Gdashiels - - - - 300

9750

(8-81)Now off this balance must come perhaps 2000 for
(8-81)wages & ¢ which are going on making money to repay
(8-81)themselves with interest which will still leave 7750 paid
(8-81)off against debts formerly existing which isa great dea
(8-81)more than our good friend wishes. If | had the Accompts
(8-81)l am sure | could show this distinctly.

(8-81)My own engagements are these. On the 15 | lett my
(8-81)grass parkes which hitherto a source of expence will be
(8-81)now a source of revenue. My establishment here will
(8-81)of course be curtaild and next year abridged to a small
(8-81)focus. The expence of my house & furniture must go
(8-81)on but asnearly 3000 has been paid | calculate 2000
(8-81)mor[e] will finish me. | must pay my poor brothers
(8-81)draughts-and | shall be desirous to get Walter again into
(8-81)the active line of his profession which will stand me

2350



(8-81)[in] agood deal of money. | am offerd an exchange

(8-81)for the full pay of hisown regimt.  The regulation
(8-81)price 600 but it will costme 300 0or 400 of premium
(8-81)much of which however will be saved on his being
(8-81)possessd of the dresses and rattle traps of different kinds
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(8-82)which going into a new regiment would cost him at least
(8-82) 300,, thanks to our horse-millinery. | have no debts
(8-82)that can be claimd of me and | think that during a
(8-82)twelve month | cannot need more than about 3000 on
(8-82)these various accounts while my income will more than
(8-82)treble that amount if God gives me health and
(8-82)continuance of spirits. | therefore think that our friends
(8-82)prudent advice is like to be much more than accomplishd.
(8-82)In the above statement | have taken no notice of my
(8-82)cfficial & properly personal income which defrays my
(8-82)ordinary expenditure including the allowance & education
(8-82)to my children.

(8-82)1 shall be glad to know how all this corresponds with
(8-82)facts as they stand on your books of which you aone can
(8-82)inform me. Theinflux of the money is certain & the
(8-82)mode of its expenditure is easily traced when one has the
(8-82)cyphers. You are at perfect liberty to show thisto our
(8-82)good friend. | do not pretend to be the most saving man
(8-82)in the world because | think my family having independent
(8-82)expectations or rather certainties leave my hands
(8-82)much at liberty. But my expences are orderly and with
(8-82)a view to future though distant profit, & not so distant
(8-82)neither for Abbotsford begins to pay pretty well times
(8-82)considerd. | have several offersfor agood farm | haveto
(8-82)let and as | mentiond before | expect around rent for Six
(8-82)large grass parkes of which | inclose the advertisement.
(8-82)Nevertheless



(8-82)Your Banks being furnished with Bees

(8-82)I scarce expect that

(8-82)Their murmurs should invite you to sleep.1

(8-82)And am at all times ready to do my best to contribute to
(8-82)your repose. Yours truly W. SCOTT

(8-82) ABBOTSFORD Sunday eveng.
[Glen]

1823 SIRWALTER SCOTT 83

TOLT. W. SCOTT, 15 HUSSARS, R. MIL. COL., SANDHURST

(8-83)MY DEAR WALTER,-As Rose is here to give me afrank
(8-83)I-hasten [to] say | received your letter and observe with
(8-83)regret that your health continues precarious. | intreat
(8-83)you to take good care of it and shun all temptations to
(8-83)intemperance either in eating drinking exercise or study.
(8-83)Your hours seem pretty completely filld up and | hope
(8-83)to purpose. The french and german you already in some
(8-83)degree possess and you must labour not to lose ground if
(8-83)you cannot get any.

(8-83)Your horse started for England this morning under
(8-83)protection of Thomas Scott a groom recommended by
(8-83)Sir Alexr. Don who mentions the terms in the inclosed
(8-83)note. | have given him seven pounds to accompt so |
(8-83)fancy the whole which you will have to pay him on arriva
(8-83)can scarce be more than about 5, 0,, 0. He proposes
(8-83)to lead the horse great part of the way & if he does so will
(8-83)deserve his 5 per diem well enough. | think you will be
(8-83)a gainer this way as the horse seemd afavorite and as you
(8-83)could not have got one fitted for your purpose cheaper
(8-83)than  70,,or  80,, and probably Saint George would



(8-83)only have brought 40 or thereabouts when all expences
(8-83)were deducted. Only | do not like his feeding ill. You
(8-83)may reckon on seeing him about twelve days or a fortnight
(8-83)from the date of this|etter.

(8-83)1 want to know if you have a servant and whether you
(8-83)get one from the regt. | am afraid no indulgence need
(8-83)be expected in that quarter & certainly none ought to be
(8-83)asked. We will speak to Ballantyne about your paper.

(8-83)Charles 1 & Surtees |eft us yesterday morning upon their
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(8-84)return Southward. We are dl in our ordinary state of
(8-84)hedlth only that Lockhart is vexd about his brother
(8-84)William. Hiswifes mother 1 is dead and his lady chuses
(8-84)to be inconsolable shuts herself up in a dark room and
(8-84)behaves like a passionate fool without regard to the pain
(8-84)she gives that honest good hearted fellow her husband.
(8-84)So much for marrying in haste and repenting at leisure.

(8-84)It israther early to think of it but I should like to know
(8-84)if you have holidays at Xmas. | am always Dear Walter
(8-84)affectionately yours WALTER SCOTT
(8-84)ABBOTSFORD 26 August [PM. 1823] 2

[Law]

TO ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE

(8-84)MY DEAR CONSTABLE,-I received your letter last week
(8-84)and need not say that it was entirely satisfactory. | have

(8-84)now got so well forward at the Printers that | have my
(8-84)time under my own command so that | will be delighted



(8-84)to see you any day next week which will best suit you
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(8-85)Monday excepted. | hope Mrs. Constables health will be
(8-85)no longer any objection to this trip which will do you good
(8-85)besides the business we have to transact together.

(8-85)There are two books | wish much to have-Recollections
(8-85)on the Peninsula-and The Sexagenarian 1818.1

(8-85)I have to thank you for a most splendid collection of
(8-85)Witches which | trust to turn to good accompt.2
(8-85)Shakespeare arrived safe. Yours truly W SCOTT
(8-85)friday [PM. 29 August 1823] 3

(8-85)SELKIRK

(8-85)per W. Shore
[ Stevenson|

TO JAMES BALLANTYNE, MR. HOGARTHS, TEVIOT GROVE,
JEDBURGH

(8-85)MY DEAR JAMES,-I am sincerely concernd at your
(8-85)fedling yourself again obliged to withdraw from business
(8-85)and the cause. In my own case | should have preferd a
(8-85)lodging by the seaif bathing is indeed recommended to
(8-85)the residing in any friends house how intimate soever
(8-85)because diet society or solitude are much more in ones
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(8-86)own power. But | sincerely trust your own remedy will

(8-86)suit. The use of the fleshbrush or still better the human
(8-86)hand on the spine you will find of real use in those chilling



(8-86)fits you mention. But you must be rubd as long as you
(8-86)can bear it.

(8-86)! send the notes inclosed-we will not be able long to
(8-86)want a superintendent on the spot for as the Woman said
(8-86)(an Aberdonian) in travail "This may dee for awee
(8-86)whilie but it winna dee long." | return the proofs &cto
(8-86)Cadell. | wish you above all to attend to your spirits.
(8-86)Your stomach since | knew you has aways given you
(8-86)alarms of the kind which now annoy you and though
(8-86)these things do not mend with advancing life yet men
(8-86)should learn to bear with more confidence. | (who am
(8-86)most interested in your health after your family) have
(8-86)aways observed that it is best when your mind is fully
(8-86)occupied and worst when time permits you to attend most to
(8-86)your maladies. So rouse up a brave mind and do not after
(8-86)having labourd through the tempest die of a Cam forsooth.

(8-86)We will be very happy to see Mrs. Ballantyne and you
(8-86)any time except from 16th. to 20 or thereabout when | am
(8-86)to be in Lanarkshire. | send herein[ ] copy. Yours
(8-86)truly

(8-86)WALTER SCOTT

(8-86)ABBOTSFORD 3 Sept [1823]

(8-86)! have been two days at Minto which prevented my
(8-86)writing to you.

[Glen]
TO CHARLES KIRKPATRICK SHARPE
(8-86)MY DEAR CHARLES,-Upon arummage at this place |

(8-86)have discoverd afew more duplicates of which | beg your
(8-86)acceptance so far as you are unprovided. They are none



(8-86)of them of any value but | judge that sometimes a shabby
(8-86)book happens to accomodate an antiquary as an useless
(8-86)piece of wood will stop aleak. John Stevenson will also
(8-86)shew you and submit to your inspection all the rest of my
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(8-87)ballant-books eight or ten of which all (or chiefly) modern
(8-87)trash | am so superfluous as to wish done up like those of
(8-87)Béll-pray let John have a volume for a specimen-You
(8-87)are to keep al the duplicates of those scroll copies that
(8-87)you carefor. | know that there are a good many. When
(8-87)you are quite done with the ballads-not a minute
(8-87)sooner-you may return them by the Melrose carrier as
(8-87)1 approach the place of the library in which they areto
(8-87)be arranged & catalogued. My laborious scribe has got
(8-87)about half way through his task.

(8-87)1 am much diverted with your account of a certain
(8-87)learnd Baronet. Lord send him a good deliverance.
(8-87)Excuse brevity my eyes are complaining of ill usage
(8-87)having ridden through Yarrow and Moffat dales to
(8-87)Drumlanrig (as | told you of late) in a blue bonnet with
(8-87)never abrim to it. | am always my dear Sharpe truly
(8-87)yours while W. SCOTT

(8-87)ABBOTSFORD 6 (1) September [1823]

[Hornet]

TO ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE

(8-87)MY DEAR CONSTABLE,-The promised packet was
(8-87)delayd but | now inclose it. Pray keep up your spirits

(8-87)and do not let your spirit be cast down. You are our
(8-87)helmsman and we cannot do without you. | think the



(8-87)Article on romance may as well be concluded as it stands.
(8-87)Yours aways WALTER SCOTT

(8-87)ABBOTSFORD Wednesday [docketed 10 Septr. 1823]
[Stevenson|
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TO ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE

(8-88)DEAR CONSTABLE,-I send you two proofs and a lot of
(8-88)copy. Pray get me abox of Bramah's patent pens such
(8-88)as the empty box inclosed. | use them fast now for
(8-88)mending is out of the question with me. J. Ballantyne
(8-88)isto be at the office on Wednesday to abide there and to
(8-88)be in constant communication with you when you require
(8-88)him. | leave this place for the circuit on Tuesday and
(8-88)go to Lanarkshire 1 for two days afterwards but count to
(8-88)be back on friday at furthest. The work is about half
(8-88)finishd or more. | would be glad to hear of your health
(8-88)& spirits. You should keep up both my good old friend
(8-88)for your own sake & that of Your trusty correspondt.

(8-88)WALTER SCOTT

(8-88)ABBOTSFORD Sunday [14th  -docketed Sept. 1823] 2
[Stevenson|

TO JAMESBALLANTYNE

(8-88)DEAR JAMES,-I sent you abill & proofs 3 &c from
(8-88)Lanark which doubtless you had. | now return sheet C.
(8-88)but beg to insist that in future the sheets be sent in order
(8-88)for Sheet D was that which | returnd from Lanark. My
(8-88)difficulties are greatly increased by the proofs not being
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(8-89)returnd in order of reading and | beg they may be so sent
(8-89)in future. | send you aso alot of copy.

(8-89)I am in need of some writing paper such as this which
(8-89)I write on-thick small post. | hope you find yourself
(8-89)well on resuming the oar-nothing like labour in this best
(8-89)of possible world[s]. But | conclude you must be greatly
(8-89)better as | do not suppose Mrs. Ballantyne would
(8-89)otherwise have trusted you to your own management. When
(8-89)youtire[ ] takearideout hereand | will take care of
(8-89)you. Yours truly WS
(8-89)Sunday night [21 September 1823]1

(8-89)1 mentiond you might send proofs under the weight of
(8-89)2 0z-(two penny-pieces) under Mr Roses cover. It will
(8-89)prevent mistakes to put them under an inner cover to me.
(8-89)Your name Jas. Ballantyne on the outside. Divide into
(8-89)two when one will not serve.

[Glen]

TO MARIA EDGEWORTH, EDGEWORTHSTOWN

(8-89)ABBOTSFORD, 22d Sept. 1823

(8-89)MY DEAR Miss EDGEWORTH,-Miss Harriet had the
(8-89)goodness to give me an account of your safe arrival in the
(8-89)Green Ide, of which | was, sooth to say, extremely glad ;
(8-89)for | had my own private apprehensions that your very
(8-89)disagreeable disorder might return while you were among
(8-89)strangers, and in our rugged climate. | now conclude
(8-89)you are settled quietly at home, and looking back on
(8-89)recollections of mountains, and valleys, and pipes, and
(8-89)clans, and cousins, and masons, and carpenters, and



(8-89)puppy-dogs, and all the confusion of Abbotsford,as one
(8-89)does on the recollections of a dream. We shall not easily
(8-89)forget the vision of having seen you and our two young
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(8-90)friends, and your kind indulgence for all our humours,
(8-90)sober and fantastic, rough or smooth. Mamma writes
(8-90)to make her own acknowledgments for your very kind
(8-90)attention about the cobweb stockings, which reached us
(8-90)under the omnipotent frank of Croker, who, like atrue
(8-90)Irish heart, never scruples stretching his powers alittle
(8-90)to serve afriend.

(8-90)We are dl here much as you left us, only in possession
(8-90)of our drawing-room, and glorious with our gas-lights,
(8-90)which as yet have only involved us once in total darkness
(8-90)-once in atemporary eclipse. In both cases the remedy
(8-90)was easy, and the cause obvious ; and if the gas has no
(8-90)greater objections than | have yet seen or can anticipate,
(8-90)it is soon like to put wax and mutton-suet entirely out of
(8-90)fashion. | have recovered, by great accident, another
(8-90)verse or two of Miss Sophias beautiful Irish air ; itis
(8-90)only curious as hinting at the cause of the poor damsel
(8-90)of the red petticoat's deep dolour :-

(8-90)1 went to the mill, but the miller was gone;
(8-90)I sate me down and cried ochone,

(8-90)To think on the days that are past and gone,
(8-90)Of Dickie Macphalion that's dain.
(8-90)Shoal, shoal, &c.

(8-90)I1 sold my rock, | sold my resl,
(8-90)And sae hae | my spinning-whed,
(8-90)And all to buy a cap of stedl,
(8-90)For Dickie Macphalion that's dain.



(8-90)Shooal, shool &c. &c.1

(8-90)But who was Dickie Macphalion for whom this lament
(8-90)Was composed ~ Who was the Pharaoh for whom the
(8-90)Pyramid wasraised  The questions are equally dubious
(8-90)And equally important, but as the one, we may reasonably
(8-90)Suppose, was aKing of Egypt, so | think we may guess
(8-90) The other to have been a Captain of Rapparees, since the
(8-90)Ladies, God bless them, honour with the deepest of their
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(8-91)lamentation gallants who live wildly, die bravely, and
(8-91)scorn to survive until they become old and not worth
(8-91)weeping for. So much for Dickie Macphalion, who, |
(8-91)dare say, was in his day "a proper young man.” 1

(8-91)We have had Sir Humphry Davy here for a day or two,
(8-91)very pleasant and instructive, and Will Rose for amonth
(8-91)-that is, coming and going.-L ockhart has been pleading
(8-91)at the circuit for a clansman of mine, who, having
(8-91)sustained an affront from two men on the road home from
(8-91)Earlstown fair, nobly waylaid and murdered them both
(8-91)single-handed.2 He also cut off their noses, which was
(8-91)carrying the matter rather too far, and so the jury thought
(8-91)-so my namesake must strap for it, as many of The Rough
(8-91)Clan have done before him. After this Lockhart and |
(8-91)went to Sir Henry Stewart's, to examine his process of
(8-91)transplanting trees. He exercises wonderful power,
(8-91)certainly, over the vegetable world, and has made his
(8-91)trees dance about as merrily as ever did Orpheus ; but
(8-91)he has put me out of conceit with my profession of a
(8-91)landscape gardener, now | see so few brains are necessary
(8-91)for astock in trade. | wish Miss Harriet would dream no
(8-91)more ominous visions about Spicie.3 The poor thing
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(8-92)has been very ill of that fatal disorder proper to the
(8-92)canine race, caled, par excellence, the Distemper. | have
(8-92)prescribed for her, as who should say thus you would
(8-92)doctor adog, and | hope to bring her through, as sheisa
(8-92)very affectionate little creature, and of afine race. She
(8-92)has still an odd wheezing, however, which makes me
(8-92)rather doubtful of success. The Lockharts are both well,
(8-92)and at present our lodgers, together with John Hugh, or,
(8-92)as he calls himself, Donichue, which sounds like one of
(8-92)your old Irish kings. They dl join in everything kind
(8-92)and affectionate to you and the young ladies, and best
(8-92)compliments to your brother.-Believe me ever, dear
(8-92)Miss Edgeworth, yours, with the greatest truth and
(8-92)respect, WALTER SCOTT

[Lockhart]

TO JAMES BALLANTYNE

(8-92)DEAR JAMES -I inclose arect. for «'250 due to me on
(8-92)20th by Mr. Marshal, Register House. It may be he
(8-92)may not pay al at once in which case he will

(8-92)Givedl hecan & let usdream therest.1

(8-92)I also send a summons to pay up a share of the Waterloo
(8-92)Humbug tavern [ ]. It is about *'25 with some interest
(8-92)1 suppose which perhaps you will be so good as to pay out
(8-92)of said rect.

(8-92)1 am vexd enough about Constable 2 who | believeis
(8-92)more to be pitied than blamd for | saw marks of insanity
(8-92)about him while he was here. To write to him would be
(8-92)only to make matters worse | believe the best isto jouk 3



(8-92)& let the jaw go bye. In short to be quiet & perhaps he
(8-92)will come right or some other crisis may end it.

(8-92)1 beg you will be on the watch for who knows what a
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(8-93)day may bring forth. | am glad your health is better
(8-93)exercise and temperance does much for every one. | return
(8-93)all the sheets hitherto sent and atrifle more copy. | am
(8-93)determined not to let these untoward circumstances vex
(8-93)me more than can be helpd. | have not the slightest doubt
(8-93)of Cadells honour & integrity & | am specialy glad he
(8-93)is on the spot at this awkward time.

(8-93)You have never returnd my book made up-Yours truly
(8-93)Tuesday 23 Septr [1823] WALTER SCOTT
[Stevenson|

TO MRS. THOMAS SCOTT

[Copy]

(8-93)MY DEAR SISTER,-I am extremely glad to see by your
(8-93)letter just received that you are once more in your native
(8-93)land not | hope again to leaveit.1 | have the pleasure to
(8-93)say Walter iswell and well-doing. He spent the vacation
(8-93)with us at Midsummer and | have the utmost pleasure
(8-93)in saying what | would not say were it not true. |
(8-93)consider him not only as an amiable and well disposed
(8-93)boy but as possessed of talents and application likely to
(8-93)make his way in the world. He has gained some advantages
(8-93)in his school since he went back and from all | can
(8-93)learn is giving himself serioudy to his studies. His
(8-93)address is Cadet East India Co's Service Addiscombe
(8-93)Croydon. | proposed that he should have staid at the



(8-93)Callege this ensuing Christmas and plied the [oar]. But
(8-93)1 think now he must come down and see Mama and
(8-93)his sisters. | need scarce say your drat. for <100 was of
(8-93)course duly honoured by me. All our affairs of business
(8-93)are in the hands of Mr John Gibson successor of poor
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(8-94)Donadson and who | can recommend as completely
(8-94)trustworthy. If you want any money pray let me know
(8-94)& it shall be supplied.

(8-99)My wife and daughters send best love and kind compliments
(8-94)to their cousins. We will be particularly desirous

(8-94)to see you here as soon as the claims of Mrs McCulloch
(8-94)and your brothers will permit and | am especially so as
(8-94)1 shall make much better acquaintance with my nieces
(8-94)here than is possible in Edinburgh. We are bound
(8-94)thither as you know on 11 November so | hope you will
(8-94)fix to come to see us so soon as your other engagements
(8-94)will permit and remain as long as you can. We have
(8-94)plenty of room having just completed an addition to my
(8-94)house which makes it large enough to al intents &
(8-94)purposes. In the meantime if | can be of any use or
(8-94)assistance either by council or act in your future plans of
(8-99)residence & ¢ you will do me the greatest pleasure to
(8-94)acquaint being with great sincerity My dear Sister Yours
(8-94)very affectionately WALTER SCOTT

(8-94)ABBOTSFORD MELROSE 23 Sept [1823]

[MissB. L. Hutching]

TO ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE

(8-99)MY DEAR CONSTABLE,-I have your letter with the



(8-94)parcel aluded to and writein haste as | want to take aride
(8-94)this fine morning.

(8-94)The last of the Ordnance maps which | have is No 40
(8-94)being [a] large part of Pembrokeshire whatever has been
(8-94)since publishd | would gladly be posscssd of .

(8-94)The Copy for Swift | islying in my dressing room in
(8-94)Castle Street and | should wish to have it sent out here
(8-94)without loss of time-it lies on the top of asmall table
(8-94)close by the Mahogany cabinet and the housekeeper on
(8-94)shewing her this letter will allow you to pack it up and
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(8-95)forward it with the reprint so far as it has gone and
(8-95)Vol XXX as arranged for press. | should wish you to take
(8-95)the trouble to see the books packed yourself in case of
(8-95)mistakes or accidents and besides it is not every one |
(8-95)would send into these premises.

(8-95)I am glad every thing is going on to your satisfaction
(8-95)asit isto mine. | wish when your time hangs alittle
(8-95)heavey and you are fatigued with business you would come
(8-95)out for aquiet day or two & sort the Auld Buikies.
(8-95)Davie Laing isin the neighbourhood & we could hold a
(8-95)committee of Bannatynians. If | knew when you could
(8-95)come | would whistle him over from Minto. Health &
(8-95)fraternity WALTER SCOTT

(8-95)28 Septr. 1823

(8-95)Many thanks for Hercules Cramond 1 who seems a
(8-95)queer liege[ ].

(8-95)Private



[Stevenson|

TO ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE

(8-95)MY DEAR CONSTABLE,-Many thanks for the Witch-
(8-95)craft book-A'thing helps as the wren said when it
(8-95)bestowd the superfluities of its person upon the sea.

(8-95)Asyou request | have put Swift in full progress. It
(8-95)only waited some calculations about dividing the
(8-95)volumes. | think as the Index must necessarily be
(8-95)revised you should bestow a good one upon this classick
(8-95)-the last was one of [the] most careless | ever saw-some
(8-95)0f poor Webers hasty works | suppose. Ballantyne has
(8-95)five volumes in his hands now & the rest may be had on
(8-95)two days notice or sooner.

(8-95)The weather is bad and imprisons me in the house
(8-95)where | endeavour to be busy. | send a drawing of my
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(8-96)arms properly tinctured which you have long wishd.
(8-96)They look very natty | think. Yours truly

(8-96)ABBOTSFORD Monday [docketed 1823] WALTER SCOTT
[Stevenson|

TO JAMESBALLANTYNE

(8-96)DEAR JAMES,-I return the proof with a paltry supply
(8-96)of copy being frankly too lazy to write in this delightful
(8-96)wesather and after a very long walk. | will waken up if
(8-96)tomorrow be rainy asit threatens. At present the
(8-96)country is delicious-it is positive enjoyment to live and
(8-96)breathe a sort of cows paradise.



(8-96) You see the humbug of the Spanish war isover.1 The
(8-96)military who were radicals because they got no pay have
(8-96)commenced anti-radicals because the radicals in their
(8-96)turn have emptied their purse and can pay no longer.
(8-96) The people that much abused name care as little for the
(8-96) Spanish Constitution of 1812 as they care for baby-house
(8-96)-You who are one of the great Hum-fums will be much
(8-96)shocked at what every man who knows anything of the
(8-96)European politics could have assured you of twenty
(8-96)weeks ago-But much good may it do you & pray let
(8-96)Naples & Spain excite a doubt when you read of nations
(8-96)rising in mass to defend what nations dont care a damn
(8-96)for-Nations as Spain proved in 1808 will rise in mass
(8-96)for their own laws and independence as a country but
(8-96)not for the visionary theories of constitution mongers.

(8-96)I trust we will interfere to get them real liberty which
(8-96)in my opinion consists not in voting for members of
(8-96)parliament so much as for persona security for life limb
(8-96)and property often enjoyed much more perfectly under
(8-96)the most apparently despotic government than under the
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(8-97)despotism of a popular government-of all others so far
(8-97)as my knowledge of history goes the most severe and
(8-97)intolerable because it is despotism exercised in the name
(8-97)& under the pretence of freedom.

(8-97)To speak to what concerns us more nearly you will
(8-97)look towards July with your first spare time as | suppose
(8-97)& hope you will move soon to Harrowgate-if not you
(8-97)lose the season : pray send the enclosed to Castle Street.
(8-97)Yours very truly WALTER SCOTT



(8-97)ABBOTSFORD Sunday [docketed 1823]

[Fairley]

TO DAVID LAING

[October 1823]

(8-97)DEAR SIR,-1 inclose some rough remarks on the
(8-97)Howlat & have markd some others on the edge. It isa
(8-97)curious tract. | doubt much if there is any satire on
(8-97)James intended after al. If you avail yourself of any of
(8-97)my suggestions | would like to see the revised proof before
(8-97)throwing off. Yours truly W. SCOTT
[Edin. Univ. Lib.]

TO DAVID LAING

(8-97)DEAR MR. DAVID,-I inclose the proof Sheets of the
(8-97)Howlat and have made a few additions and aterations.
(8-97)1 am more & more convinced that there is no ground for
(8-97)supposing James |1 to be the object of the poets satire.
(8-97)1 am aways very truly yours WALTER SCOTT

(8-97)CASTLE STREET Tuesday [Oct. 1823]
[Mitchell]
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TO JOANNA BAILLIE

(8-98)MY DEAREST FRIEND-Your very kind letter reachd
(8-98)me just while | was deliberating how to address you on
(8-98)the painful, most painful, subject to which it refers and
(8-98)considering how | could best intrude my own sympathy
(8-98)amidst your domestic afliction.1 The invaluable token



(8-98)you have given of your friendship by thinking of me
(8-98)at such amoment | will aways regard as a most
(8-98)precious tho' melancholy proof of its sincerity. We
(8-98)have indeed to mourn such a man as since medicine was
(8-98)first esteemd an useful and honourd science has rarely
(8-98)occurd to grace its annals and who will be lamented
(8-98)s0 long as any one lives who has experienced the advantage
(8-98)0f his professional skill and the affectionate kindness
(8-98)by which it was accompanied. My neighbour and
(8-98)kinsman John Scott of Gala who was attended by our
(8-98)excellent friend during a very dangerousillnessis mingling
(8-98)his sorrow with mine as one who laments amost a
(8-98)second father and when in this remote corner there are
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(8-99)two who join in such a sincere tribute to his memory
(8-99)what must be the sorrows within his more immediate
(8-99)sphere of exertion. | do indeed sincerely pity the family
(8-99)and friends who have lost such a head and that at the
(8-99)very time when they might in the course of nature have
(8-99)lookd to enjoy his society for many years and even more
(8-99)closdly and intimately than during the preceding period
(8-99)0of hislife when his domestic intercourse was so much
(8-99)broken in upon by his professional duties. It isnot for
(8-99)us in this limited state of observation and comprehension
(8-99)to enquire why the lives most useful to society and most
(8-99)dear to friendship seem to be of a shorter date than those
(8-99)which are useless or perhaps worse than useless but the
(8-99)certainty that in another and succeeding state of things
(8-99)these apparent difficulties will be balanced and explaind
(8-99)is the best if not the only cure for unavailing sorrow and
(8-99)this your well-balanced and powerful mind knows better
(8-99)how to apply than | how to teach the doctrine.

(8-99)We were made in some degree aware of the extremely



(8-99)precarious state of our late dear friends health by letters
(8-99)which young Surtees had from his friends in Glostershire
(8-99)during aresidence of afew weeks with us and which
(8-99)mentiond the melancholy subject in a very hopeless
(8-99)manner and with all the interest which it was calculated
(8-99)to excite.

(8-99)Poor dear Mrs Baillieisinfinitely to be pitied. But you
(8-99)are afamily of love and though one breach has been
(8-99)made among you will only extend your arms towards each
(8-99)other the more to hide though you cannot fill up the gap
(8-99)which has taken place. The same consolation remains for
(8-99)Mrs Agnes and yourself my dear friend and | have no
(8-99)doubt that in the affection of Dr Baillies family and
(8-99)their successin life you will find those pleasing ties which
(8-99)connect the passing generation with that which isrising
(8-99)to succeed it upon the stage.

(8-99)Lockhart will be much affected with approbation
(8-99)from such a quarter and under such circumstances.
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(8-100)His work has faults in taste but none in point of powerful
(8-100)composition. Sophiaisin the way of enlarging her
(8-100)family an event to which | look forward with a mixture
(8-100)of anxiety and hope. Lockhart is perfectly and indeed
(8-100)exclusively so far as his pleasures are concernd the
(8-100)husband and the father and one baby not very strong
(8-100)though lively and clever is afrail chance upon which to
(8-100)stake happiness. At the same time God knows there
(8-100)have been too many instances of late of the original curse
(8-100)having descended on young mothers with fatal emphasis
(8-100)but we will hope the best. In the meantime her spirits
(8-100)are good and her health equally so. | know that even
(8-100)at this moment these details will not be disagreeable to



(8-100)you so strangely are life and death sorrow and pleasure
(8-100)blended together in the tapestry of human life.

(8-100)I answer your letter before | have seen Sophia but

(8-100)I know well how deeply sheisinterested in your grief. My
(8-100)wife and Anne send their kindest and most sympathetic
(8-100)regards. Walter is at the Roya Military College to study
(8-100)the higher branches of his profession and Charles returnd
(8-100)to Wales. My affectionate respects attend Mrs Balillie
(8-100)and Mrs Agnes and | ever am my dear friend respectfully
(8-100)and affectionately yours WALTER SCOTT

(8-100)ABBOTSFORD 3 October [1823]
[Royal College of Surgeons, London]

TO LORD MONTAGU, DITTON PARK, WINDSOR, BERKS.

(8-100)MY DEAR LORD,-If it were not that | am always most
(8-100)happy to be honourd with your commands | should be
(8-100)sorry that your Lordship had the trouble of writing in
(8-100)form on the matter of the Dep. Lieutenancy.1 | am of
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(8-101)course Mr. Surecard as Falstaff says 1 in whatever post
(8-101)I can be useful. Asyou ask the question | think a letter
(8-101)to Harden would not be misplaced and that though |
(8-101)have no idea he would consider the omission as any mark
(8-101)of [dis]respect yet he would look on the offer as a piece
(8-101)of attention. He lives near enough to be within hail and
(8-101)often attends the Selkirk meetings : heis fond too of
(8-101)caling himself an Up-the-country-man. The invitation
(8-101)will comein perfect good time when your Lordship
(8-101)receives your own commission.

(8-101)We will not forget to solemnize the 9th with adue



(8-101)libation. I will endeavour to arrange with the knight
(8-101)of Gattonside that we may do it in company and with
(8-101)colours hoisted " on the outer walls "-1 am very sorry
(8-101)that the procession does not take place to the parish
(8-101)church. But now that coaches & six brocade waistcoats
(8-101)and pompons are out of fashion a procegs|ion would [be]
(8-101)a bare unfledged plumeless sort of affair creating great
(8-101)dismay to the parties principally concernd without a
(8-101)corresponding degree of pleasure to the spectators who
(8-101)would only as things go now have a glimpse of mufled
(8-101)personages whirled along in chaises and four with
(8-101)blinds drawn down. You might manage by the bye a
(8-101)very snug procession in miniature from your mansion to
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(8-102)the chapel which with assistance of the moat and rural
(8-102)scenery as the man said of your fire might make a very
(8-102)respectable figure in the last chapter of a novel.

(8-102)I am glad for many reasons the Duke leaves Eton at
(8-102)this most interesting period of hislife. | should be afraid
(8-102)of his being stimulated by the natural emulation of so
(8-102)many young people to over-exertion which whether in
(8-102)exercise or study is athing much to be avoided when
(8-102)the constitution is as it were on the balance between
(8-102)boyhood and manhood. And there are other and moral
(8-102)reasons which in his case require a selection of society
(8-102)made under the eye of ajudicious freind better than
(8-102)the promiscuous fellowship of agreat school. Lads of
(8-102)less expectations pass through well enough-it is worth
(8-102)no one's while to seduce them from the straight course
(8-102)but rank and wealth have their own peculiar class of
(8-102)Daemons to wait on them and these very often assume
(8-102)the appearance of school intimates & find out the weak
(8-102)point which al characters have in order to avall



(8-102)themselves of it to gratify their own immediate vanity &
(8-102)perhaps with a view to their own future interest.

(8-102)I have been thinking a great deal about the plan of
(8-102)reading history in the most useful manner. The great
(8-102)preliminary matter isif possible to create a taste for the
(8-102)study which cannot be done by imposing a course of
(8-102)reading as mere task work. The sight of Rollins Ancient
(8-102)History 1 makes me yawn as | see it upon the shelves from
(8-102)the recollection of the weary hours | spent when my
(8-102)excellent mother coursed me through it-there arein
(8-102)particular a set of Shepherd Kings 2 whose existenceisa
(8-102)matter of very little consequence whom I recollect with
(8-102)a peculiar disposition towards slumber. And | believe
(8-102)in genera that most boys have aright to say to their
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(8-103)tutor "You cram these words into my ear against the
(8-103)stomach of my sense.” 1 To continue the allusion it seems
(8-103)clear that the instruction like the aliment which we
(8-103)receive only does us good when we have such a degree of
(8-103)appetite as enables us to digest it. But the great question
(8-103)is-cannot this appetite for knowlege be sharpend or
(8-103)even entirely created. | think in most cases it may and
(8-103)our young freind is precisely one of those favourable
(8-103)subjects to whom | think during the next three or four
(8-103)years of hislife the desire of acquiring information might
(8-103)be renderd habitual-He isintelligent and light hearted,
(8-103)nothing dull about him and yet | think without the
(8-103)high flow of spirits that amounts to levity. Thisisa
(8-103)favourable soil to cultivate even if there should be alittle
(8-103)indolence. If | had such ayouth under my charge |
(8-103)would I think endeavour to interest him in British
(8-103)history by mingling asfar as | could without affectation
(8-103)or boring its most interesting events in general conversation.



(8-103)I would visit as a party of pleasure remarkable
(8-103)scenes-talk over what had happend at such & such
(8-103)places-endeavour to guess or make him guess the manner
(8-103)in which the actors lookd and try to estimate the changes
(8-103)which must have taken place in the scenery around.
(8-103)Pictures and prints | have found in my family lectures
(8-103)a very good mode of fixing attention-indeed | am so
(8-103)convinced of thisthat | would have a gallery of portraits
(8-103)annexd to every great school-it is not to children alone
(8-103)that such illustrations are useful. | think for example
(8-103)he would be a dull man who should walk once aday in
(8-103)the gallery of historical portraits at Knowle without
(8-103)becoming well acquainted with the characters & principal
(8-103)occurrences in the lives of the personages there
(8-103)represented. | dare say your Lordship remembers the
(8-103)humbug of the Prussian lecturer on memory who taught
(8-103)folks to remember what they had a mind by forming
(8-103)an association between the thing to be rememberd
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(8-104)and some fantastic combination which bore an allusion
(8-104)to it. As usualy happensin such cases the professor
(8-104)was a charlatan but his art had a deep foundation in
(8-104)human nature. For after the events which we have
(8-104)actually seen those which dwell deepest in our mind are
(8-104)such as are connected with scenes which we have visited
(8-104)or actors whose features are familiar to us-If therefore
(8-104)I wanted to study the history of Richard I11 with an
(8-104)young freind |1 would go to see the play and | would
(8-104)visit Crossby house in the City where he resided and so
(8-104)forth. I think | said before that | would be much more
(8-104)anxious to create the taste for the science of history in the
(8-104)outset than that my pupil should go through many
(8-104)books-in fact | would defer to the very last what is
(8-104)aways taught first namely the philosophy as it has been



(8-104)termd of history-L et a youth get the leading and
(8-104)interesting facts fixd in his mind and the philosophy
(8-104)will come afterwards both with ease and pleasure. At
(8-104)the same time whenever the youth himself showd
(8-104)curiosity that way by comparing different natures or
(8-104)different stagesin society it will be a precious opportunity
(8-104)and not to be omitted by atutor. Your Lordship
(8-104)0bserves my plan would include a good deal of travelling
(8-104)both in Scotland and England which may be united
(8-104)with many objects of entertainment & interest. | do
(8-104)not so much approve of one great tour as of several
(8-104)limited excursions-in the former case the knowlege
(8-104)acquired is huddled together confusedly-1f the Duke
(8-104)shews an inclination to draw to which art he has a
(8-104)family claim it should be anxioudy encouraged. The
(8-104)best antiquarian engravings by Strutt 1 & others should
(8-104)be collected they will aways be ornamental & useful
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(8-105)additions to the library & it isa point on which no
(8-105)expence should be spared. Were | to begin my
(8-105)experimental course of history | would for example take
(8-105)Stoddarts engraving of the tapestry at Bayeux which
(8-105)shows the whole progress of the Norman invasion and
(8-105)conquest-then | should be apt if | saw the investigation
(8-105)gave interest to take a trip down to Dover and Hastings,
(8-105)reading at the same time the best accounts of the event[s]
(8-105)and comparing them with each other. In short | would
(8-105)endeavour if possible to create a strong interest in
(8-105)historical events by combining them with every external
(8-105)circumstance which could give interest-The taste for
(8-105)history being once acquired the course of reading becomes
(8-105)a subsequent and easier subject of consideration. | have
(8-105)already said in aformer letter that | would take the
(8-105)outline from one historian of more modern date and



(8-105)resort to the old chronicles for illustrations of such facts
(8-105)as are told with more naivete or piquancy of detail by
(8-105)contemporaries. But | have for the present sufficiently
(8-105)bored your lordship and laid a handsome foundation for
(8-105)boring my young & friendly Chief.

(8-105)My book cases are not finishd but | have employd the
(8-105)cedar which Mr. Atkinson vilipends so much in fitting
(8-105)up the little drawing room which your Lordship was
(8-105)[in]-it looks very well just now and will do better when
(8-105)varnishd. I am with kindest respect to Lady Montagu
(8-105)and best and most affectionate good wishes to the bride
(8-105)& bridegroom if not out of reach Always your Lordships
(8-105)truly & affectionately WALTER SCOTT

(8-105)5 October 1823 ABBOTSFORD

(8-105)In throwing the considerations together which you
(8-105)will find in thislong letter | am only endeavouring to
(8-105)0bey your Lordships commands for | am sure from all
(8-105)I have heard of Mr. Blakeney 1 heis much better qualified
(8-105)to chalk out a path for himself than | am to throw out
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(8-106)hints-but those which | have pointed out can do [no]
(8-106)harm. My Walter is at the military Royal College at
(8-106)Sandhurst. He is so shy that it perhaps may not occur
(8-106)to him to present himself at Ditton to pay his respects
(8-106)which however | will write to him to do as | have the
(8-106)vanity to think your Lordship & Lady M. will not be
(8-106)sorry to receive him.

[Buccleuch]

TOLIEUT. WALTER SCOTT, 15 HUSSARS, R.M. COLLEGE,



SANDHURST, BAGSHOT

(8-106)DEAR WALTER,-I am rather surprized you have let
(8-106)s0 long time pass away without letting me hear from you
(8-106)at least to say that your ague was completely got under
(8-106)and to acquaint me how you like your present situation
(8-106)-whether you find your opportunities of instruction
(8-106)such as you expected and whether you avail yourself
(8-106)0of them. Anne tells me you wrote her about the horse
(8-106)and that he came safe. | wish you had let me know
(8-106)about it. When you can make such ajourney | think
(8-106)you should pay your respects at Ditton where Lord and
(8-106)Lady Montagu will | know be particularly glad to see
(8-106)you.

(8-106)Have you heard any thing from your regiment or
(8-106)have you had an opportunity of seeing anything of them
(8-106)I fear you will be no great favourite there but you need
(8-106)not care so much about that if you do your duty firmly
(8-106)and regularly and suffer no advantage to be taken of
(8-106)negligence. | suppose you must join and be with them
(8-106)unless | am able to get you put on the staff which | will
(8-106)certainly attempt with all the interest | can make. |
(8-106)hope Colonel Stanhope poor fellow will be well enough
(8-106)to give me some assistance and advice.

(8-106)Captn. John Pringle was here yesterday most fiercely
(8-106)whiskerd and with him a party of indescribable dandies
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(8-107)-Lord Barnard 1 (a sensible well behaved man) and the
(8-107)inimitable Sir William Elliot and God knows what other
(8-107)fine animals. Luckily it was but aflying visit-they
(8-107)did but skim round and light down for a moment like
(8-107)so0 many wild ducks. I might say wild geese but the



(8-107)simile would not be civil.

(8-107)Of heavier birds of passage we had in the house
(8-107)yesterday the Advocate and lady Sir Alexr. Wood and
(8-107)lady Mr. and Mrs. Skene two Miss Swintons one Miss
(8-107)Skene one Miss Rae al deeping comfortably and without
(8-107)being crouded. You are so far the better of this party
(8-107)that you will get this under cover. From this you will
(8-107)understand that we are now inhabiting the bedroom
(8-107)story of the new house and also the drawing room. The
(8-107)hall and library are getting on but so very slow that it
(8-107)will be next summer before | can get my books into
(8-107)order which is alonger time than | thought of.

(8-107)Cousin Walter is getting very well forward at Addiscombe
(8-107)and very favourably reported of. | suppose the

(8-107)little gentleman is kept tight at work. His mother and
(8-107)two sisters are come over.2 | expect them here one of these
(8-107)days.

(8-107)Sophia and Lockhart are well. She looks to be confined
(8-107)in winter. God send her well through it. There
(8-107)have of late been terrible examples of mishap in such
(8-107)cases. Little Hugh iswell and in high feather.

(8-107)Our Gas establishment is now perfect and in full
(8-107)brilliancy. | never saw a house so completely and
(8-107)beautifully lighted both in sitting rooms passages and
(8-107)bedrooms. | do not think on the whole it will prove
(8-107)oeconomical because the machinery for making the gas
(8-107)costs a great deal in the first instance and then though the
(8-107)gas isitself easily manufactured and very cheap yet this
(8-107)cheapness is an encouragement for great liberality not to
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(8-108)say extravagance in the use of it. But then your house is
(8-108)twenty times lighter for the same expence so that one
(8-108)gains agreat deal in comfort and brilliancy and the
(8-108)servants are clear of al this endless trouble of cleaning
(8-108)argand 1 burners and so forth. It isreally avery pretty
(8-108)and pleasing sort of apparatus and can be managed by
(8-108)a common labourer with a little direction from the
(8-108)gardner.

(8-108)I beg you will write soon and do not be so long again
(8-108)without letting some one of us hear from you. Quarter
(8-108)day is coming about and will in the beginning or middle of
(8-108)November bring you  50,, which | suppose will not be
(8-108)unacceptable. | shall desire to know how your cash holds
(8-108)out and what expence you live at in your college.

(8-108)Qur large barn is now clear and on the 24th 2 we will
(8-108)display the flag and have aball of al the folksto your
(8-108)worships honour and glory. Whiskey is now so cheap that
(8-108)a guinea would fill awhole country side drunk. It is now
(8-108)sdlling at Edinr. about 9d or tenpence a bottle a most
(8-108)pernicious thing for the poor. Tell me how the horse does.

(8-108)Mamaiis rather shocked you never think of writing to
(8-108)her but joins with Anne and mein love to you. | hope
(8-108)you are careful of your health. Take care of any excess
(8-108)in wine by which | observe your constitution suffers much.
(8-108)I am my dear Walter always Your affectionate father

(8-108)[PM. 23 October 1823] WALTER SCOTT
[Law]

TOLIEUT. WALTER SCOTT, RM.C., SANDHURST,
BAGSHOT

[docketed 24 Octr. 1823]



(8-108)DEAR WALTER,-This being your birthday | send you
(8-108)affectionate wishes and best blessing trusting your
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(8-109)behaviour through life will always induce me to consider
(8-109)it as one of the most fortunate events of my pilgrimage.
(8-109)We are dl in the highest spirits flag flying and whiskey
(8-109)provided with plenty of stout brown ale.

(8-109)I had your amusing letter yesterday. | am glad you put
(8-109)the princesse's or duchesses anxiety on my accompt to rest
(8-109)though at the expence of asmall rent in the hem of the
(8-109)garment of Truth. Wish | could send you a good bulletin
(8-109)of Spice but she has the distemper badly & | fear | shall
(8-109)lose her in spite of Ethiops[ ] minera Tartar emetic &
(8-109)calome.

[At this point the remaining portion of the MS. has been cut out.]

[ABBOTSFORD]

[Bayley]
TO RICHARD HEBER, AT THE POST OFFICE, BATH

(8-109)MY DEAR HEBER,-I have been hoping for sometime
(8-109)to hear from you the probabilities of my son Charles
(8-109)getting to Oxford about Easter next when he leaves his
(8-109)present residence in Wales. If your kind wishesin his
(8-109)behalf are like to prove ineffectua which may easily be
(8-109)the case even with your powerful interest | must either
(8-109)think of applying to "Englands other eye" 1 or of sending
(8-109)him on the continent for which | have a good opportunity.
(8-109)Either course will be much better than his



(8-109)coming home to me till the giddy timeis alittle passd bye.
(8-109)I am more anxious about him than his brother. Walter
(8-109)is just the sort of fellow who isin his element in the
(8-109)military-remarkabl[y] athletic and excellent at al his
(8-109)exercises-good drawer good mathematician-a fine person
(8-109)and just the stuff out of which would have been made
(8-109)in former days

(8-109)A verie parfite gentil knight.

(8-109)Although entering arollocking regimt. of Irish dragoons
(8-109)at eighteen he has been always attentive not to go out of
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(8-110)limitsin expence and in hislittle warfare with the Irish
(8-110)kerne 1 behavd with great temper and spirit.-So heisin
(8-110)his place studying at the Royal College at Sandhurst on
(8-110)the Senior department with a good chance of getting on
(8-110)the Staff.

(8-110)But Charles costs me more anxiety being very lively
(8-110)imaginative and having much of what papas might call
(8-110)genius with its concomitant of indolence and love of the
(8-110)pleasure of the moment. | know too well the dangers
(8-110)of this sort of character by experience being precisely that
(8-110)which my Scotch friends said of me namely that "I would
(8-110)either make a spoon or spoil ahorn.” 2

(8-110)1 must think about disposing of him and think early
(8-110)that | may act to purpose and so | am obliged reluctantly
(8-110)to be pressingly troublesome on your leisure so far asto
(8-110)beg you will let me know whether there is any chance of
(8-110)Oxford for him that if otherwise | may look about elsewhere.

(8-110)We have had a vile broken season-I never saw so much



(8-110)bad westher.

(8-110)My last amusement has been Dr Meyrickes treatise on
(8-110)0ld armour 3 which is got up with much information
(8-110)though with some few inaccuracies.
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(8-111)Do write me afew of your pieds de mouche just to let me
(8-111)know you have not altogether forgot Dear Heber Yours
(8-111)truly WALTER SCOTT

(8-111)ABBOTSFORD MELROSE 29 October [PM. 1823]

(8-111)Lady Scott sends kind Compliments.

[Cholmondeley]

TO D.TERRY, LONDON

(8-111)ABBOTSFORD, October 29, 1823

(8-111)MY DEAR TERRY,-Our correspondence has been
(8-111)flagging for some time, yet | have much to thank you for,
(8-111)and perhaps something to apologize for. We did not
(8-111)open Mr. Baldock's commode, because, in honest truth,
(8-111)this place has cost me a great deal within these two years,
(8-111)and | wasloth to add a superfluity, however elegant, to
(8-111)the heavy expense aready necessarily incurred. Lady
(8-111)Scaott, the party most interested in the drawing-room,
(8-111)thinks mirrors, when they cast up, better things and more
(8-111)necessary. We have received the drawing-room grate-
(8-111)very handsome indeed-from Bower, but not those for
(8-111)the library or my room, nor are they immediately wanted.
(8-111)Nothing have we heard of the best bed and its accompani ments,
(8-111)but there is no hurry for this neither. We arein



(8-111)possession of the bed-room story, garrets, and a part of
(8-111)the under or sunk story-basement, the learned call it ;
(8-111)but the library advances slowly. The extreme wetness
(8-111)of the season has prevented the floor from being laid, nor
(8-111)dare we now ventureit till spring, when shifting and
(8-111)arranging the books will be "a pleasing pain and toil with
(8-111)again.” The front of the house is now enclosed by a
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(8-112)court-yard wall, with flankers of 100 feet, and a handsome
(8-112)gateway. The interior of the court is to be occupied by
(8-112)alarge gravel drive for carriages,-the rest with flowers,
(8-112)shrubs, and afew trees : the inside of the court-yard wall
(8-112)is adorned with large carved medallions from the old Cross
(8-112)of Edinburgh, and Roman or colonial heads in bas
(8-112)relief 1 from the ancient station of Petreia, now called Old
(8-112)Penrith. A walk runs aong it, which | intend to cover
(8-112)with creepers as atrellissed arbour : the court-yard is
(8-112)separated from the garden by a very handsome colonnade,
(8-112)the archesfilled up with cast-iron, and the cornice carved
(8-112)with flowers, after the fashion of the running cornice on
(8-112)the cloisters at Melrose : the masons here cut so cheap
(8-112)that it really tempts one. All thisisin a great measure
(8-112)finished, and by throwing the garden into a subordinate
(8-112)state, as a sort of plaisance, it has totally removed the
(8-112)awkward appearance of its being so near the house. On
(8-112)the contrary, it seems a natural and handsome accompani ment
(8-112)to the old-looking mansion. Some people of very
(8-112)considerable taste have been here, who have given our
(8-112)doings much applause, particularly Dr. Russell, a
(8-112)beautiful draughtsman, and no granter of propositions.
(8-112)Theinterior of the hal is finished with scutcheons,
(8-112)sixteen of which, running along the centre, | intend to
(8-112)paint with my own quarterings, so far as | know them, for
(8-112)I am as yet uncertain of two on my mother's side ; but



(8-112)fourteen are no bad quartering to be quite real, and the
(8-112)others may be covered with acloud,2 since | have no
(8-112)ambition to be a canon of Strasburg,3 for which sixteen
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(8-113)are necessary : | may light on these, however. The
(8-113)scutcheons on the cornice | propose to charge with the
(8-113)blazonry of al the Border clans, eighteen in number, and
(8-113)so many of the great families, not clans, as will occupy the
(8-113)others. The windows are to be painted with the different
(8-113)bearings of different families of the clan of Scott, which,
(8-113)with their quarterings and impalings, will make a pretty
(8-113)display. The arranging dl these arms, &c., havefilled
(8-113)up what Robinson Crusoe calls the rainy season, for such
(8-113)thislast may on the whole be called.-I shall be greatly
(8-113)0obliged to you to let me know what debts | owein
(8-113)London, that | may remit accordingly : best to pay for
(8-113)on€e's piping in time, and before we are familiar with our
(8-113)purchases. You mentioned having some theatrical works
(8-113)for me ; do not fail to let me know the amount. Have
(8-113)you seen Dr. Meyrick's account of the Ancient Armour -
(8-113)it isabook beautifully got up, and of much antiquarian
(8-113)information.

(8-113)Having said so much for my house, | add for my family,
(8-113)that those who are here are quite well, but Lady Scott a
(8-113)little troubled with asthma. Ballantyne will send you my
(8-113)last affair 1 now in progress : it iswithin, or may be easily
(8-113)compressed into, dramatic time ; whether it is otherwise
(8-113)qualified for the stage, | cannot guess.-1 am, my dear
(8-113)Terry, truly yours, WALTER SCOTT
[Lockhart]

TO COLIN MACKENZIE OF PORTMORE, HARCUS COTTAGE,
ETTLESTONE



(8-113)MY DEAR COLIN,-I am in no good condition to advise
(8-113)you on the subject of your letter 2 for it so happens that
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(8-114)I am in great uncertainty whether Charles can be
(8-114)admitted at Easter to Brazn. Nose aye or no. Heber seemd
(8-114)confident on the subject at one time and | hope took the
(8-114)measures for securing success but | have not yet heard
(8-114)from him decidedly though | wrote two months since
(8-114)which induced me not later than yesterday to write him
(8-114)along letter begging to be placed at my wits end. The
(8-114)merit of the colleges of course entirely depends on the
(8-114)fame of the tutors. | believe University isrising into
(8-114)noatice. | hear adso that Xchurchis not likely to bein
(8-114)such request since Dean Jacksons death.1 After all |
(8-114)shall not be greatly shocked if I cannot get Charlesin at
(8-114)dll for but for the fashion of the thing a youth may get
(8-114)more real knowledge 2 useful to him in future life by
(8-114)studying the modern languages on the continent. One
(8-114)thing is certain-that no lad should be sent to College
(8-114)who is not already so thoroughly grounded in Greek &
(8-114)latin that he is ready to proceed with the niceties of these
(8-114)languages. It isin thisway credit [is] to be gaind and
(8-114)if alad does not find himself qualified to enter the Arena
(8-114)for honours he has every temptation to join the numerous
(8-114)class of idlers. If it had not been for Mr. Williams
(8-114)opinion 3 on the subject of Charleses proficiency | should
(8-114)scarce have thought of Oxford and to tell you the truth
(8-114)inter nos | will not break my heart if the planis
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(8-115)disappointed. In that case | will send him to the continent
(8-115)in Spring. No Edinburgh for a couple of years happen



(8-115)asit will.

(8-115)You see | am possessd of no private key to the halls of
(8-115)Isis-when | learn anything on the subject | will not fail
(8-115)to communicate it.

(8-115)Thank you for your information about the Commission.
(8-115)Thisisthe age of legidative innovation and | am far from
(8-115)supposing that such acrisisin society does not become
(8-115)necessary or that our ingtitutions do not wax old as our
(8-115)garments. But our old clothes always Sit easier than
(8-115)new because they have learnd by habit to adapt themselves
(8-115)to the person and new clothes are felt to pinch from want
(8-115)of that adaptation. Men think they have aright to
(8-115)expect that new laws shall approach nearer perfection-
(8-115)otherwise why ate[r what w]as 1 tolerable before. Above
(8-115)all speculative opinions are indulged and acted upon and
(8-115)so limited is our sphere of speculative judgement that in
(8-115)all the great changes which | have yet seen the
(8-115)consequences which were totally unexpected and unpredicted
(8-115)have proved far more extensive and important than
(8-115)those that were foreseen & argued upon. To interpose
(8-115)delay is certainly the highest wisdom for the evils under
(8-115)which our legal practice has labourd cannot (considering
(8-115)the improvement of the country under their influence) be
(8-115)s0 very intolerable as to require hasty or violent remedies.
(8-115)I have one stern consolation in observing the interference
(8-115)of these Englishmen which is that while they think they
(8-115)are only modelling our poor old system after their own
(8-115)fashion they arein effect preparing the downfall of their
(8-115)own. To Westminster Hall the great change must and
(8-115)will come with all its countless and awful consequences
(8-115)of good & evil. But before that time you and | will
(8-115)probably be with Durie & Dalrymple heroes of the clerks
(8-115)table of the days of old. | am sorry for it for entertaining
(8-115)a sincere resentment of their conceited interference |
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(8-116)should like to see the unsparing monster Innovation
(8-116)playing the Devil with their periwigs and parchment
(8-116)bags.

(8-116)Kin[d]1 Compliments to Mrs Mackenzie and family &
(8-116)believe me always yours very truly

(8-116)WALTER SCOTT

(8-116)ABBOTSFORD 30 October 1823.

[Nat. Lib. Scot]

TO RICHARD HEBER, M.P, HODNET, SHREWSBURY

(8-116)MY DEAR HEBER,-I receivd both your kind letters and
(8-116)the inclosure from the Principal of Brazen Nose 2 and |
(8-116)paused on the contents for a couple of daysthat | might
(8-116)reply with all mature deliberation. Upon the whole |
(8-116)think I cannot do better for Charles than embrace the
(8-116)advice which Dr. Gilbert has so kindly given and adopt
(8-116)such arrangement as shall enable Charles to commence
(8-116)hisresidence in October. | trust he will be then ready
(8-116)to go to his studies with the advantage of a good foundation
(8-116)and as he has quick and lively spirits | am fully
(8-116)sensible of the advantages of his becoming resident at a
(8-116)long term when the minds of the young men are turnd
(8-116)more decidedly towards their studies than in summer.
(8-116)This arrangement will require him to make his Act of
(8-116)Entrance after Christmas. My son-in-law Lockhart will
(8-116)write to an intimate of hiswho is high in the university
(8-116)to see him through the forms of his act which will save
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(8-117)you any trouble on that account unless you will have the
(8-117)kindness to send him a note of introduction to Principal
(8-117)Gilbert that he may thank him in my name and his own
(8-117)for his uncommon kindness and receive any hints which
(8-117)he may be favourd with concerning his line of study till
(8-117)October. If you think Charles's doing so would be proper
(8-117)his addressis Falcondale,1 Lampeter,1 Cardiganshire.

(8-117)If we are alive and well | entertain some hopes of seeing
(8-117)him settled at Alma Mater in October which | might
(8-117)easily manage and if you were in that neighbourhood at
(8-117)the time "there will be a play fitted." 2 Or why should
(8-117)you not take your promised tour and visit us here and we
(8-117)could see you back again to your own southern land. |
(8-117)assure you Don Quixote might be pardond if he took
(8-117)Abbotsford for an absolute Castle though perhaps except
(8-117)in bringing to the landlord no profit it is a good deal more
(8-117)of aninn.

(8-117)I beg you to express my very grateful thanksto Dr.
(8-117)Gilbert. | should rejoice to think that the mode he has
(8-117)suggested of availing myself of his great kindness should
(8-117)be most convenient for him as | know well how great a
(8-117)favour he has conferd on me and how many solicitations
(8-117)he is subjected to deservedly high as the reputation of his
(8-117)College stands.

(8-117)I am my dear Heber always most truly yours & that
(8-117)with an unfeigned sense of obligation

(8-117)WALTER SCOTT

(8-117)ABBOTSFORD MELROSE 12 November [1823]



(8-117)I highly approve of exhausting[ ] the first two short
(8-117)terms. Unlessin the case of illness it would be a great pity
(8-117)to have[ ] the means of interrupting the necessary course
(8-117)of study. Lady Scott sends kind and grateful compliments
(8-117)& thanks.

[Cholmondeley]
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TO JOHN GIBSON LOCKHART, ADVOCATE, NORTHUMBERLAND
ST., EDINR.

(8-118)MY DEAR LOCKHART ,-After all | have cometo a
(8-118)resolution in Charless case and it isthat | will walit till
(8-118)October as the Principal advises. To take his opinionis
(8-118)respectful & perhaps to push for Lent might be thought
(8-118)intrusive on his kindness. Besides | am by no means
(8-118)confident that Charles will be fit for college at Lent-at
(8-118)least Mr Williams thought a longer time adviseable 1 and
(8-118)to alad who is rather impatient of labour it is a great
(8-118)discouragement not to find himself on an equal footing
(8-118)with other students in the necessary preliminaries. |
(8-118)mysdlf sufferd much by having my education prematurely
(8-118)pushd on.2 Then as to the short terms you know Charles
(8-118)would wish to do as other lads did and therefore it is of
(8-118)high importance that he should go at a season when study
(8-118)not amusement is fashionable among them. | propose
(8-118)he should remain with Mr Williams if he can keep him
(8-118)till the summer holidays. If not he must €en come down
(8-118)and we must make the best of him we can.

(8-118)Having come to this resolution | have used the freedom
(8-118)to suppress your letter on the subject to Mr Williams. |
(8-118)think on the whole | have done for the best. | am sure
(8-118)I have thought enough about it.



(8-118)Kind Love to Sophia and Donnihu.3 We propose to
(8-118)dine with you on Monday when we come to town. Always
(8-118)Yours affectionately WALTER SCOTT

(8-118)12 Novr. [PM. 1823

(8-118)According to the plan proposed Charles goes to Oxford
(8-118)to enter after Xmas & will then need your letter to the
(8-118)friend you mention. Deil stick it Ignoro nomen.

[Law]
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TO MARIA EDGEWORTH

(8-119)November 1823.

(8-119)THAT I have not my time so much at my command as
(8-119)you, my dear Miss Edgeworth, would persuade me, is
(8-119)evident from this packet containing the two miniatures,
(8-119)which haslain on my table severa days waiting for the
(8-119)few lines which you are now reading.1 | do not believe,
(8-119)however, that any one can want time who has a strong
(8-119)and forcible desire to make use of that which we al enjoy.
(8-119)Two hours rising in the morning before the rest of the
(8-119)family are astir makes the greatest possible difference
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(8-120)between leisure and want of it. This space resolutely
(8-120)employed will serve in the usua case to despatch much of
(8-120)the business which is necessarily pressed upon every man,
(8-120)and it is also a very healthy practice, for if you arisein
(8-120)the morning you secure sound and refreshing sleep during



(8-120)the earlier part of the night. It is not many years since
(8-120)I adopted this practice, and | am sorry for it, but late
(8-120)hours at night made me formerly averse to quit my couch
(8-120)in the morning. By constitution | require a great deal of
(8-120)sleep, seven hours at least ; and if | have not, | am sure
(8-120)to indemnify myself by a nap during the day.

(8-120)Were you not much shocked at poor Lord Hopetoun's 1
(8-120)death  We saw him so well and so happy in his paterna
(8-120)paace with dl his flourishing family, the husband of a
(8-120)beautiful woman, lord of a noble estate, a great namein
(8-120)war, and in peace looked up to by alarge body of his
(8-120)countrymen as their natural head and leader-and all
(8-120)this has passed away and left but mourning and sorrow
(8-120)behind it. I think | shall never forget our visit to
(8-120)Hopetoun House. | am truly glad of your sister's recovery.
(8-120)We heard with much interest of the melancholy way in
(8-120)which you were engaged after your return to Ireland. |
(8-120)sincerely hope that asin my own case the obstructions
(8-120)which cause these cramps and spasms in the region of the
(8-120)stomach being effectually removed by vigorous medicine
(8-120)the disease itself may not return.
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(8-121)Caraboo 1 reached me safe, and is a most delightful
(8-121)personage. She was obvioudy dightly touched with
(8-121)insanity, and possessed of all the cunning which often
(8-121)belongs to such dispositions. It is curious how often the
(8-121)great impostors who have driven their success to the
(8-121)verge of incredibility, seem to have been in a certain
(8-121)degree insane. No one completely possessed of arational
(8-121)judgment can possibly guess the extent of popular
(8-121)credulity-they are like regular doctors, who fail to carry
(8-121)their point now and then, by giving medicine in quantities
(8-121)too moderate, when empirics are successful by wholesae



(8-121)and triumphant doses. It is more humbling to think
(8-121)that utter and egregious folly will have the same success
(8-121)as madness in enabling people to gull the world-this
(8-121)wretched Poyais Cacique 2 is a mixture of knave and fool,
(8-121)in which the latter greatly predominates, yet you see how
(8-121)he has been able to impose the grossest deceits upon his
(8-121)cautious countrymen, and that in spite of warning.

(8-121)We had our great harvest home supper on Walter's
(8-121)birthday as usual, and al the natives, young and old,
(8-121)danced till four in the morning. Whisky a discretion,
(8-121)but no drunkenness, unless amongst two or three of the
(8-121)old jockies, who, being past dancing, consoled themselves
(8-121)with punch. The festivity much enlivened by the news
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(8-122)that a certain John Scott called the Turk,1 an old retainer
(8-122)of mine, had beat all the wild Macras at a wrestling match
(8-122)in Kintail, flinging Duncan above Donald and plaid over
(8-122)bonnet in such a style as has not been seen since Culloden.
(8-122) The champion was one of my stoutest men, a great dancer
(8-122)at the Kirn suppers, where he used to dance reels with
(8-122)Sophia and Anne, never sinking into the ordinary
(8-122)dancing step but cutting most resolutely from the beginning
(8-122)to the end. His father, the old Turk, shakes his head
(8-122)and wishes him better gifts. | will send to Liddesdale to
(8-122)see to get a good puppy for you, and keep it till it has had
(8-122)the distemper, so fatal to the canine race, and fatal to them,
(8-122)as it strangely happens, always in proportion to the
(8-122)purity of the breed. Vaccination is said greetly to
(8-122)mitigate the virulence of the disease. Spice will | think
(8-122)recover. She has got her agility again, and her appetite,
(8-122)but still wheezes strangely, and | should fear the
(8-122)consequences of cold. | would not like Dr. King to have a
(8-122)creature to become attached to, and then to loseit. . . ,2



(8-122)I really did not write the additions to Shulagaroo 3: |
(8-122)found them in a curious little collection of Dumfriesshire
(8-122)songs, made by Charles Kirkpatrick Sharpe, and which he
(8-122)has printed, but for distribution only. It is easy to
(8-122)account for the song having strayed into Dumfriesshire
(8-122)from Ireland. If your brother looks sharp about among
(8-122)the Irish labourers | daresay he will find more of it. Love
(8-122)to Misses Harriet and Sophia. | do not think the
(8-122)miniature does the former justice, yet it islike. Lady
(8-122)Scott sends kindest wishes, in which Anne joins, and has
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(8-123)the grace to write besides. | beg my compliments to your
(8-123)brother and am, dear Miss Edgeworth, most faithfully
(8-123)yours,

(8-123)WALTER SCOTT

[Butler]

TO JAMESBALLANTYNE

(8-123)DEAR JAMES,-1 was pretty well aware that the inclosed
(8-123)is either a hit or amiss. | am glad you think it the former.

(8-123)I do not think of an introduction. | do not want to
(8-123)tie myself down to give one always.

(8-123)The title page may bear for motto the lines of
(8-123)Wordsworth

(8-123)A merry place he said in days of yore
(8-123)But something ails it now-the placeis cursed.1



(8-123)You can look at the exact words in the poem of Hartleap
(8-123)Wll.

(8-123)I inclose some more sheets & want copy to send off to
(8-123)Terry. | think he will have more real advantage seeing
(8-123)it all together a week or two before the public hasit than
(8-123)in detail .

(8-123)W. S.

(8-123)There are but two or three pages more.

[November 1823]
[Stevenson|
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TOLIEUT. WALTER SCOTT, 15 HUSSARS, ROYAL MILITARY
COLLEGE, SANDHURST, LONDON

(8-124)We leave this on Monday so direct to Edinr.

(8-124)ABBOTSFORD 12 November [PM. 1823

(8-124)MY DEAR WALTER\-I have your letter by Thos. Scott.1
(8-124)1 am sorry to hear from him that your horse has had an
(8-124)accident and hope it is better.

(8-124)Charles's plans are now determined. He isto enter at
(8-124)Oxford after Christmas and to go there for residence in
(8-124)October after the long vacation. | could have managed
(8-124)by the kindness of the Principa of Brazn. Nose (a queer
(8-124)name that for a college) to have sent him therein the
(8-124)summer. But the summer terms are very short and |
(8-124)believe agood dedl of idleness and folly is then going on.
(8-124)So by advice of the Principal and also because | believe



(8-124)it will be more commodious to him to give Charles
(8-124)Chambers in the autumn | think it better he should
(8-124)stay two or three months longer with Mr. Williams and
(8-124)then come down to us at Midsummer and snuff the
(8-124)Tweedside air before he goes to Alma Mater.

(8-124)I see with pleasure by your letter to Anne that you think
(8-124)of being with us at Xmas-You will receive presently if
(8-124)Mr. Ballantyne has not yet sent you a bill for 50, If
(8-124)when Christmas comes you want some reinforcement for
(8-124)travelling expences you shall have it. Be careful of the
(8-124)supplies by contracting no debt with Taylors or others.
(8-124)At present your expences cannot be great so you may keep
(8-124)afriend in pouch | mean the ready penny.

(8-124)1 want to know if you have seen Sir George Murray of
(8-124)whom you say nothing-also if you have pleasant
(8-124)companions in your college and any society out of it.

(8-124)When you go to London (if you go there) do not
(8-124)neglect the Dukes levee. You owe him much and it is
(8-124)the only way to show your sense of his kindness. For the
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